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ORDINANCE No. 3 OF 2011 

THE KERALA DOCUMENT WRrTtRS', SCRIBES' ANT) 
STAMP VENDORS' WELFARE FUND  

ORDINANCE, 2011 

Promulgated by the Governo? of Kerala in the Sixty-first Year of the Republic 
of India. 	 lk 

API 

OIWINA]VCE 
4 

to provide for the constitution of a Welfare Fund for the we/fare of the 
document writers, scribes and, stamp vendors in the .State of Kerala, to 

pay pension and other benefits to them and for other matters connected 

therewith or incidental thereto. 

,Preamble.----WHEREAS, it is expedient to provide for the constitution of a Welfare 
Fund for the welfare of the document writers, sciibes and stamp vendors in the State 
of Kerala, to pay pension and other benefits to them and for other matters coniiected 
therewith or incidental thereto; - - 

- AND WIlIRItAs, the Kerala Document Writers', Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' 
Welfare Fund Ordinance, 2010 (50 of 2010) was promulgated by the Governor on 
the 18th day of August, 2010; , 

AND WHEREAS, a Bill to replace the said Ordinance by an Act of the State 
Legislature could not be introduced in, and passed by, the Legislative Assembly 
of the State of Kerala during its session which commenced on the 21st day of 
December, 2010 and ended on the 3rd day of January, 2011; 

AND WHEREAS, under sub-clause (a) of clause (2) of Article 213 of the 
Constitution of India, the said Ordinance will cease to operate on the 1st day of 
February, 2011; 

AND WHEREAS, difficulties will arise if the provisions of the said Ordinance 
are not kept alive; 

AND WHEREAS, the Legislative Assembly of-the State of Kerala is not in 
session and the Governor of Kerala is satisfied that circumstances exist which 
render it necessary for him to take immediate action; 



3. 

Now, TiIEREF0RE, in exercise of the powers conferred by clause (I) of Article 
213 of the Constitution of India, the Governor of Kerala is pleased to promulgate 
the following Ordinance:- 

I. Short title and commefl cement —(1) This Ordinance maybe called the Kerala 
Document Writers', Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund 

Ordinance, 2011. 

(2) It shall come into force on such date as the Government may, by 
notification in the Gazette, appoint. 

•2. Definitions—In this Ordinante unless the contextotherwise requires,- 

"Board" means the Kerala Document Writers', Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' 
Welfare Fund hoard constituted under section 9; 

"cessation of employment" means ceasing of employment of a licensee 
consequent to the cancellation or surrender of the licence obtained for doing the 
employment; 

"contribution" means the amount payable to the Welfare Fund by the 
members under sub-section (1) of section 4 and by the. Government under 
sub-section (1) of section 26; 	' 

a 	(d) "dependent" means wife or husband, minor sons, unmarried or widowed 
or divorced daughters, mentally or physically disabled children and father and mother 
who are solely dependent upon the member; 

(e) "Document Writer" means a persn who is engaged in the profession of 
preparing documents including enquiry as to title, preparation of draft deeds and 
engrossingthc deed on stamp paper for registration as per the Kerala Document 
Writers' Licence Rules, 1960; 

• 	 (f) "Fund" means the Kerala Document Wi-hers', Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' 
Welfare Fund constituted under section 3; 

"Government" means the Government of Kcrala; 

"Inspector General of Registration" means the Inspector General of 
Registration of the Government of Kerala; 

"member" means a Documehf Writer or a Scribe or a Stamp Vendor, who 
has been admitted as a member of the Welfare Fund under the provisions of this 
Ordinance or who is continuing asa member of the Kerala Document Writers', Scribes' 
and Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund Scheme, 1991; 



"notification" means a notification published in the Kerala Gazette; 

"prescribed ' mean prescribed by rules made under this Ordinance; 

(I) "Registering Authority" means the Distriêt Registrar (General) of the district 
concerned; 

"Schenie" mears tte Kerala Document Writers', Scribes and Stamp 
Vendors' Welfare Fund Scheme framed under this Ordinance; 

Scribe" means a person who assists a Document Writer in the preparation 
of documents and who possesses a valid scribe licence to transcribe the documents 
to be presented for registration as defined in sub-rule (5) of rule 3 of the Kerala 
Document Writers' Licence Rules, 1960; 

"Secretary" means the Secretary of the Board constituted as per this 
Ordinance; 

"stamp" means the Kerala Document Writers', Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' 
Welfare Fund stamp printed and disiributed under section 24; 

"Stamp Vendor" means a person who has acquired a licence as per rule 35 
of the Kcrala Manufacture and Sale of Stamp Rules, 1960 and actively engaged in the 
profession of selling non-judicial stamps and stamp papers. 

3. KeralaDocwncnt Writers Scribes 'and Stamp Vendojcc' WdfareFund:--(1)The 
Government shall, as soon as maybe after the commencement of this Ordinance, by 
notification, frame a Scheme to be called the "Kerala Document Writers', Scribes' and 
Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund Scheme" and after the framing of the Scheme, constitute 
a Fund to be called "the Kerala Document Writers', Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' 
Welfare Fund" in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinanceand the Scheme. 

Subject to the provisions of this Ordinance, the Scheme may provide for 
all or any of the matters specified in the Schedule. 

The following shall be credited to the Fund;namely:- 

contributions under section 4 and 26; 

application fee realised under section 5; 

any amount honowcd under section 15; 

all amounts collected by way of sale of stamp under section 24; 

any donation voluntarily made to the Fund by any association or 
institution or any other person; 



• 	 5. 

any profit, interest,diidend orothdrincome on any investment made of 
• 	anypart of the Fund; 	•* - 	 - 

any jrants, 46ais or advances jiven by the Oovemmeht of India tr the 
• 	State Government orany other.instithtion ororgaftisation; 
• 	

(h) two percent of the amount being received by the Stamp Vendors as 
• 	commission; 	2 	 -. 

- (.i) aMount transferred under section 30; 

any Ices icvicd under he Scheme, 

any other amount to be - ctditedio the Fund under the pi -ovisions of the 
Scheme; 	- 	 •- 

any amount raised byThe L13.ard  from other -souices to augment the 
resources of the Hand. 	 - 	- 	 - 

• 	 (4) TheFund shall vest in the l3oard and &&adrninistcred by the Board. 

(5) The Fuhdrnaybeutilise6forallorñnydfthe followingpurposes;namely:- 

• 	 (a) for the pa1ment of a fxea ain6utit and pension to a member froñi the 
Fund On cessatioñ of employment at such rate as may be prescribed based on the 
number of yeañ oftis ethployment; 	 - 

• 	Explanation i.-2--Thc Roardshallhave the power to take decision règardingthó 
pensionary benefits payable to a memberwho could not continuehis employment due 
toillhealth.. - 	 - 	 . 	 - 

• -, 	Explanation 2.—Aperson who had completed sixty fiveycars ofage and who 
had been a Document Writer, Scribe or Stamp VendOr For twenty five years before the 

- commencement of this Ordinance shall bccothe eligible for special pension if he 
icmits contribution for  a pekiod of ond year as mdmber under the ro'isions of this 
Ordinance. . - • . - 

tb) for the payment of;fathW pension on the death of a membcrwho had 
• 	remitted contribution fdi not less than tcnyears;- 	 - 

(c) for the paynientof financial assistance on the death of a niembOr due to 
• 	ilthess oFaccident; • 	• - 	• 	• 	 . 	, • - 	- - 

(d)- for (lie repayment of the contributionamount remitted by thcmcmbers 
- with such inteiest, as may be preeribcd, when they arc incapacitated to do.work-due 

to pernanent phS'sieal disability or on the dessation of their membership in the 
Welfare Fund; . 



- (e) for the payment of financial assistance to meet the expense towards 
medical treatment of the members affected with serious disease; 

for the payment of financial assistance to meet the marriage expense of 
the members and their daughters and for the maternity expense of the female members; 

for the payment of financial assistance or loans or advances to the 
memhers for the purpose connected with their employment or for the construction of 
dweliing house or for the maintenance or renovation of the house or for the purchase 
of land for the construction of house or for the purchase of land and building and for 
the education, including higher education of the children of the members; 

for the payment of special relief to the members who suffer from physical 
disability; 

for any other purpose specified in the Scheme; 

for the day to day administrative expenses of the Board. 

(6) The Scheme framed under sub-section (1) shall be laid, as soon as may be 
after it is framed, before the Legislative Assembly while it is in session for a total 
period of fourteen days which may be comprised in one session or in two successive 
sessions, and if, before the expiry of the session in which it is so laid or the session 
immediately following, the Legislative Assembly makes any modification in the Scheme, 
the Scheme shall, thereafter have effect only in such modified form, so however, that 
any such modification shall be without prejudice to the validity of áhything previously 
done under the Scheme. 

4. Contribution to the Fund.—(l) Every Document Writer, Scribe and Stamp 
Vendor who is eligible to become a member shall pay hundred rupees per month as 
contribution to the Fund. 

The Government may, by notification in the Gazette, from time to time 
revise the rate of contribution referred to in sub-section (1) up to a maximàm limit of 
five hundred rupees, taking into account the amount required for the management of 
the Scheme. 

The contribution shall be paid in the name of the Secretary or other officers 
authorised in this behalf in the manner specified in the Scheme. 

• 5. Membership in the Fund.—(1) Any person holding a valid licence of 
Document Writer or Scribe under the Kerala Document Writers' Licence Rules, 1960 
or a valid licence of a Stamp Vendor under the Kerala Manufacture and Sale of 



Stamp Rules, 1960, as the àase may be, and is below the age of 65 years on the date 
of application may apply to the Board for admission as a member of the Fund in 
such form and manner as may be prescribed: 

Pr6vided that no person employed as a Documeni Writer, Scribe or Stamp 
Vendor alter retiring from the service of the Central Government or any State 
Government or any.Public Sector Undertaking or Local Self Government institution 
with retirement bmieflts, shall be eligible for membership in the Fund. 

• 	(2) In an application under sub-section (1), the Board may make such enquiry 
as it deems fit and either admit the applicant to the Fund or for reasons to be recorded 
in writing reject the application: 

Provided that, no order rejecting an application shall be passed unless the 
applicant has been given an opportunity of being heard: 

Provided further that, any person aggrieved by an order rejecting his 
application for membeiship may prefer an appeal to the Government within such 
period as may be prescribed. 

Every applicant shall pay an application fee of one hundred rupees along 
with the application in such manner as may be prescribed. 

A member of thd Fund, on completing 65 years of age or on applying for,  - 
pension voluntarily surrendering his licence after 25 years of membership, shall cease 
to be a member of the Fund. 

Eveiy person who has been enrolled as member in the Fund shall be given 
a certificate of membership and a pass book by the Registering Authority recording 
the rate ofeontribution, detailsof enrolment in the register, date of birth, due date of 
payment of contribution etc. The Registering Authorities shall keep a register of the 
members coming under theirjurisdiction and at the State level, the Secretary of Board 
shall keep a register of members enrolled in the Fund, showing the distriet-w.se 
details ofmembers. 	 - 

6. Cancellation of Members/zip.-- (1) The membeUship of a member shall be 
cancelled by the Registering Authority if it is found that a member has made 
manipulation of any kind or has given false information at any time in connection 
with the conditions for the membership or to obtain benefits as pet the Scheme: 

Provided that, no Order of cancellation of membership shall be passed unless 
the applicant has been given an opportunity of being beard. 

(2) Membership in the Fund shall automatically cease if a member commits 
default in payment of contribution for six nftnths continuously. 



If the Registering Authority is of the opinion that a mdmker is not 

functioning as a Document Writer or Scribe or Stamp Vendot as the case may be, his 

membership in the Fund shall be cancelled. The date of cancellation in such cases 

shall be, as may be fixed by the Registering Authority. 

'Appeal against the orders of the RegisteringAuthority shall be filed before 

the Inspector Gcncral of Registration within such period as may be prescribed. 

A member may vOluntarily retire from the Fund by submitting a letter 

addressed to the Registering Authority. In such cases, the date of retirement shall be 
the date on which the member has submitted his letter of resignatioft. 

Revival ofMemberslnp.—The membership of a member which has been ceased 
under sub-section (2) of section 6 may be revived on payment of arrears along with 

interest at twelve per cent per annum within six months from the date of cessation of 
such membership. 

Amendment of/he Schenie.--(l) Government may, by notification in the 
Gazette, amend the Scheme framed under this Ordinance, either prospectively or 
retrospectively. 

(2) liveiy notification undersub-section (l)shall be laid as soon as may be. 

after it is issued, before the Legislative Assembly while it is in session for a total period 

of fourteen days which may be comprised in one session or in two successive sessions, 

and if, before the expity of the session in which it is so laid orthe session immediately 

following, the LegslaLivc Assembly agrees in making any modification in the 
notification or decides that the notification should not be issued, the notification shall 

thereafter have effect only in such modified form or be ofno effect, as the case maybe. 

Constitution of the Board.—(I) The Government may, by notification in 
the Gazette, with effect from such date as maybe specified therein, constitute Board 
to be called the 'Kerala Document Writers', Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' Welfare 

Fund Board" for the administration and management of the Fund and to supen'isc 
and implement connected activities. 

(2) The Board shall be a body corporate by the name "Kerala Document 

Writers', Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund Board" havirfg perpetual 
succession and a common seal and shall by the said name, sue and be sued, 



(3) The Board shall consist of sëycn iiijcial members representing the 
Governnieut and three non-official members representing the beneficiaries of the 
Fund as may be nominated by the Government and as hereinaflerprovided, namely:-- 

(a) The Secretary to Government, Thxes Department--he shall be the 
Chairman of the Board; 

,(b) The Inspector General of Registration—he shall be the Vice-ChairMan 
of the Boa rd; 

• 	(e) The Joint Inspector General of Registration—he shall be the Secretary 
of the Board;  

An officer of the Finance Department not below the rank of Deputy 
Secretary nominated by the Government; 

An officer of the Labour Department not below the rank of Depdty 
Secretary nominated by the Government; 	 - 

An officer of the Taxes Department not below the rank of Deputy 
Secretary nominated by the Government: 

Anbffieerof the Law Department not below the rank of De,puty Secretary 
nominated by the Government; 

Threenon-official members representing the Docuthent Writers, Scribes 
and Stamp Vendors nominated by the Government. 

(4) The Board shall administer the Fund vested in it in such manner as may be 
specified in the Scheme. 

(5) The Board may, with the previous approval of the Government, delegate 
• 	to the Chairman-or to the Secretary such of its powers and functions under this 
- - 	Ordinance or the Scheme as it may consider necessary, for the effective management 

of the Fund: subject to such restrictions-and conditions, as it may deem fit. 

10. Meeting ofthe iioard.--(I ) '[ he Board shall meet at least once in thtee months 
to transact its business. 

- (2) Six members of the Board including at-least four official members and two 
non-official members shall form the quorum for a meetini of 'the Board. 

(3) The Chairman or in his absence the Vice-Chairman, or in the absence of the 
Chairman and the Vice-Chairman, a member elected from among the members present 
at the meeting shall preside over the meeting of the Board. 
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Any matter coming up before a meeting of the Board shall be decided by a 
majority of the members present and voting at the meeting and in the ease of equality 
of votes, the Chairman or the Vice-Chairman or the meihber who. is presiding over the 
meeting, shall have right for a casting vote. 

II. Thrm of Office of members of the Board.—(l) The non-official members 
appointed under sub-section (3) of section 9 shall hold office for a period of three 
years with effect from the date of publication of the notification in the Gazette, 
constituting the Board. 

Any nonofficial member may resign his membership by giving notice in 
wriling to the Government, but shall continue to hold office until his resignation is 
accepted by the Government. 

The Government may at any time, for reasons to be recorded in writing, 
remove from office any official member, if the Government are of opinion that, it is not 
fair in public interest to allow such member to continue in office. 

12. Disqualification and removal of non-official mejnbers.-

(1) The Government may remove any non-official member of the Board from 
office,-- 

if he is of unsound mind; 

if he is adjudged as insolvent; 

• 	(c) if he has, without the permission of the Board, been absent in three 
consecutive meetings of the Board; and 	• 

(d) if in the oinion of the Govemment, he is not suitable or has become 
incapable of acting as a member or has so abused his position as a member as torender 
his continuance as such member detrimental to public interest: 

Provided that before removing a member under this sub-section, he shall be 
given a reasonable opportunity to show cause why he should not be removed. 

A non-official member of the Board removed under clause (c) of sub-section 
(1) shall be disqualified for re-appointment as a member of the Board for a period of 
three years from the date of his removal unless otherwise ordered by the Government. 

A non-official member of the Board removed underelause (d)ofsub-section 
(I) shall not he eligible for reappointment until he is declared by an order of the 
Government to be no longer ineligible. 
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Sitting fees, travelling allowance and daily allo1iance to members of 
the Jioard.---The nominated members of the Board shall be eligible to get sitting 
fee, travelling allowance and daily allowance at such rate as may be prescribed. 

Appointment of Officers and Staff—(l) The Government may appoint 
such officers and staff as they may deem necessary, in such manner asmay be 
prescribed, on deputation from the Registration Department for assisting the 

, Secretary in performing the functions of the Hoard under this Ordinance. 

(2) The Secretary of the Board shall be responsible for implementing the 
? decisions of the Board. 

Power ofthe Board to borrow—The Board may, from time to time, with the 
previous approval of the Government and subject to such terms and conditions as 
may be specified by the Government, borrow money for the purposes of the Fund. 

Non-official Members oftheBoarclto bepublicsen'ants.—livery non-official 
member of the I3oard shall be deemed to be a public servant within the meaning of 
section 21 of the Indian Penal Code (Central Act 45 of 1860). 

Protection ofaction takeh in goddfaith.---No suit or other legal proceedings 
shall lie against any member of the Board or any other person assisting the Board in 
the discharge of its functions and duties in respect of anything which is in good faith 
done or intended to be done under this Ordinance or under the Scheme. 

1$. Directions by Government--The Government may, from time to time, give 
4' directions to the Board, and the Board is bound to implement them. 

- 	19. Power to order enquiry.—( I) The Govcrnmebt may, at any time, appoint an 

3  officer not below the rank of a Secretary to Government as enquiry officer to enquire 
into the working of the Board and to submit report to the Government. 

'

(2) The Board shall give the enquiry officer so appointed, all facilities for the 
proper conduct of the enquiry and furnish to him such documents, accounts and 
informations in the possession of the Board as he may require. 

Audit ofaccounts ofthe Fund and appointment ofauditors.—( 1) The Board 
shall appoint such auditors to audit the accounts of the Fund in such manner as may 
be prescribed. 

(2) The accounts of the Fund shall be audited once in every year by such 
auditors. 

Annual report and audited statement of accounts.—(1) The annual 
report of the Fund shall be prepared under the direction of the Board and after 
approval by the Board, a copy of the report -together with audited statement of 
accounts shall be submitted to the Government before the end oIJuly evciy 
year. 
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(2) The GOvernment shall, as soon as the annual report is received, cause the 
same together with the audited statement of accounts to be laid before the Legislative 

Assembly. 	 - 

22. liar on jurisdiction of civil courts. ---- No civil court shall have 

jurisdiction to settle, decide or deal with any question or to determine any - 

matter which is by or under this Ordinance or the Scheme required to be settled, 
decided or dealt with or to be determined by the Government or the Board or 

the Secretary or any officer authoriscd by the Board. 	 - r 
23. Power to summon witness and take evidence.--1'he Board shall, for 

the purposes of enquiry under this Ordinance, have the same powers as are 
vested in a civil court while trying a suit under the Codc of Civil Procedure, 

1908 (Central Act 5 of 1908) in respect of the following matters, namely:— - 

enforcing the attendance of any person or cxainiinng him on oath; 

requiring the discovery and the produciion of documents; 	- 

receiving evidence on affidavit; and 	 - 

engaging Commission for the examination of witnesses. 	- 

24. 	The Kerala Document Writers ',Scribes 'and Stamp Vendors' WelfareFund 
Stamp.-- (1) The Board shall get printed at the Government Press stamps of the value 
of fifty rupees inscribed as "the Kerala Document Writers', Scribes' and 	Stamp 
Vendors' Welfare Fund Stamp", in such form and in such manner as may be prescribed. H 

Every document prepared by a licensed document writer and presented in 
any of.the Sub-Registrar Offices in the State to be registered in Book 1, III or IV, as the 
ease may he, shall be affixed with a stamp asspecified in sub-section (I), in addition to 
the stamp duty chareahle under the Kerala StampAct, 1959 (Act 17 of 1959): 

Provided that this sub-section shall not apply to any document prepared 
and prescnted for registration on behalf of the Central Government or the State 
Govemment or Local Self Government Institutions. 

Every stamp affixed as specified in subsection (2) shall be cancelled in the 
manner provided for in section 12 of the Kerala Stamp Act, 1959 
(Act 17of 1959). 	 - - 

The custody of the stamps printed under this section shall be with the 
Board and, the supply and sale of stamps shall be in such manner as may be prescnbed. 
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25. Payment of money in case of default or disqualiJication.'—(l) ln.case of 
cessation ofmcmbership due to dcfault or disqualification, the member or his nominee 

may apply for the amount icinitted as contribution in the manner stated in the Scheme. 

(2) Any member whoge methbership has been ceased or his nominee shMl not 
be eligible for any benefit from the Welfare Fund. 

,

(3) The contribution if any remitted alter the date of cessation of 

membership, shall be refunded in full without any interest thereon. 

(4) Any amount that has been received wrongly by a member or person 

noininatedby him, shall be recovered from such person by suitable legal proceedings. 

26. cthurihution oft/ic Government -(1) Ten per cent of the total amount 
contributed by the members during a financial year or the expenses to be incurred 

'under the head of pay and allowances including bonus and encashment of leave but 

excluding travelling allowance of the staff, assigned for the administration of the 

Welfare Fund, whichever is less shall be given as Govemment contribution. 

• 	 (2) At the end ofevery finpncial year, the Secretary shall calculate the expenses 
including bonus and encashment of leave but excluding travelling allowance of the 

staff, assigned for the administration of the Welfare Fund, under the head of account 

ofpay and allowances and shall intimate the ame to the Government. 

(3) If the amount so calculated is found to be more than ten per cent of the 

yearly contribution of the members, the difference between this amount and ten 

per cent of the yearly contribution of the rncmbers, shall be withdrawn from the Welfare 

" Fund and remitted to the relevant head ofaccount fixed from time to time. 

'

27. Act of Board not to be invalid 1w defect etc.— No act done or proceeding' 
taken under this Ordinance or the rules made thereunder by the Board, shall be invalid 
merely by reason of,- 

any vacancy or dcfcet in the constitution of the Board; or 

any defect or irregularity in the nomination of any person as a member 
thereof, or 

any defect or irregularity in any act or proceeding of the Board. 

28. Removal of di/Jiculties.—(l) If any difficulty arises in giving effect to the 
provisions of this Ordinance, the Government may, by order published in the Gazette, 

make provisions winch appear to them to be necessary and not inconsistent with the 

provirions of this Ordinance, for the purpose of removing the difficulty: 
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Provided that no such order shall be passed after the expiry of two years from the 
date, of commencement of this Ordinance. 

(2) The order issued under sub-section (1) shall be placed before the Legislative 
Assembly. 

• 29. Power to make rules—(1) The Government may, by notification in the 
Gazette, make rules either prospectively or retrospectively for the purpose of carrying 
into effect the provisions of this Ordinance. 

(2) Every rule made under this Ordinance shall be laid, as soon as may be after 
it is made, before the Legislative Assembly while it is in session for a total period of 
fourteen days which may be comprised in one session or in two successive sessions, 
and if, before the expiry of the session in which it is so laid or the session immediately ,  
following, the Legislative Assembly makes any modification in the rule or decides that 
the rule should not be made, the rule shall thereafter have effect only in such modified 
form or be of no effect, as the case may be, so however that any such modification or 
annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity of anything previously done 
under that rule. 

Provision for the transfer of Fund from the Kerala Document Writer.0 
Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund Scheme, 1991 — ( 1 ) Notwithstanding 
anything contained in any other law for the time being in force, on the date of 
coming into force of this Ordinance, all amounts standing in the credit of the 
Kerala Document Writers', Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund Scheme, J 
1991 shall stand transferred to And credited to the Fund established under this 
Ordinance and the liability of a member to pay contribution to the Kerala 
Document Writers', Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund Scheme, 1991 4 
shall cease from such date. 

(2) All claims in respect of such find may be determined by the Board 
constituted under this Ordinance. 

Repeal and Saving--(I) The Kerala Document Writers', Scribes' and 
Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund Ordinance, 2010 (50 of 2010) is hereby repealed. 

(2) Notwithstanding such repeal, anything done or any action taken under the 
principal Act as amended by the said Ordinance shall be deemed to have been done or 
taken under the principal Act as amended by this Ordinance. 



15 

Sciiimtji.i 

[:see Section 3(2)] 

MMTERS FOR WIIICII PROVISION MAY Dli MADE IN 'WE SCFIEMIi 

I. The manner in which the Fund is to be administered by the Board. 

Registration of the members. 

The manner in which the contribution and two per cent of the commission of 
stamp vendors shall be made to the Fund. 

'the manner in which the contribution from different sectors, two per cent of 
• 	the eothmission of stamp vendors etc., may be recovered. 

The constitution of any committee for assisting thel3oard. 

Duties of the Secretary. 

-The manner in which accounts shall be maintained, the investment ofmoncy 
belonging to the Fund in accordance with any direction issued or conditions specified 
by the Government, the preparation of budget, the audit of accounts and the submission 
of reports to the Government. 

The conditions underwhieh withdrawal from the Fund may be permitted and 
any deduction or forfeiture may be made and the maximum amount of such deduction 

• 	or forfeiture. 

The form in which a member shall furnish particulars about himself and his 

$ 	familywhencver required. 

The nomination of a person to receive the benefits of a member from the 

JI 	Fund on his death and verification and cancellation of such nomination. 

The registers and records to be maintained with respect to methbers. 

The form of pass book, certificate and identity card and the procedure for 
their issue, custody and replacement.  

The fees 1.0  be Jevied for any of the purposes specified in the Schedule. 

The manner in which the amount transferred under section 30 is to be trans-
ferred and credited to the Fund. 	 - 

The matters for which the Fund may be utilized for the welfare of thd 
members or their dependants. 	 -' 

The procedure for defraying the expenditureto be incurred in the 
administration of the Fund. 
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17. The procedure for paying benefits, grants, advances etc., from the Fund. 

iS. Regulation of the rate of pension and the amount that maybe given from the 
Fund to the members who discontinue employment bn the basis of the 
completed years of sen'ice. - 

The manner and rate in which the contribution is to he refunded in the ease 
of the members who have committed default. 

Any other matter which is necessary or proper for implementing the Scheme. 

K. S. GAVAI, 
1 

GOVERNOR. 

•1 

-1 
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0)P1GJo (fl)oWQD)l&,(f3. 	 • 
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II 

GOVERNMENT OF KERALA 

1.aw (Legislation-A) 1)epartment 

N()TIFICAI1ON 

No. 15 5531/leg. A2/201 0/Law. fAtted. .ilnntvananthapuratr., 
10th January, 2013 

20th Pousha 1934. 

In pursuance of clause (3) of Article 348 of the Constitution of India, the 

Governor of Kerala is picased to authorise the publication in the -Gazette of the 

following translation in the English language of the Kerala Document Writers', 

Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund Act, 2012 (7 of 2013). - 

By order of the Governor, 

C. K. PADMAKARAN, 

Special Secretary (Law). 
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[Translation in English of "2012-nm 0acO@ mmwoormso 

nI 6 m& 3Ol6)8} O 	3Cni @OJTh3n6)SJlo eamnoilwl ni "  published 
under the authority of the Governor.] 

ACT 7 OF 2013 

THE KERALA DOCUMENI' WRITERS', SCRIBES' AND S'IAMI' 

VENDORS' WELFARE FLJNI) ACT, 2012 

An Act to provide for the constitution of a Welfare Fund for the welftire of the 
document writers, scribes and stamp vendors in the State of Kerala, to 
pay pension and other benefits to them and for other matters connected 
therewith or incidental thereto. 

Preamhle.---WurRriAs, it is expedient to provide for the constitution of a 
Welfare Fund for the welfare of the document writers, scribes and stamp vendors 
in the State of Kerala, to pay pension and other benefits to them and for other 
matters connected therewith or inidcntal thereto; 

Be it enacted in the Sixty-third Year of the Republic of India as follows:-- 

Short title and convnencement.--(1) 'l'his Act may be callcd•the Kerala 
Document Writers', Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund Act, 2012. 

(2) It shall be deemed to have come into •force on the 31st day of 
Januaiy, 2012. 

Deflnitions.---In this Act unless the context otherwise requires, 

"Board" means the Kerala Document Writers', Scribes' and Stamp 
Vendors' Welfare Fund Board constituted under section 9; 

"cessation of employment", means ceasing of employment of a 
licensee consequent to the cancellation or surrender of the licence obtained for 
doing the employment; 

"contribution" means the amount payable to the Welfare Fund by the 
members under sub-section (1) of section 4 and by the Government under 
sub-section (1) of sedtion 26; 	 -. 

"dependent" means wife or husband, minor sons, unmarried or 
widowed or divorced daughters, mentally or physically disabled children, ththcr, 
mother who are solely dependent upon the member; 
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(e) "bocuinent Writer" means a person having a licence who is engaged 
in the profession of preparing documents including 'en4uiry as to ütle, 
preparthion of draft deeds-and engrossing the deed on stamp paper for 

registration as per the Kerla Document Writers' Licence Rules, -1960; 

- (1) "Fund" mealis the Kerala Documdnt Writers', Scribes' and Stamp 
Vendors' Welfare Fund constithted under sub-section (I) of section 3; 	- 

(g) "Goveniment" means thcGoverninent of Kerala; 

- 	(h) "Inspector General of Registration" means the' Inspector General of 
Registration of the Government of Kerala; 

- (i) "member" means a Document Writer or a Scribe or a Stamp Vendor, 
who has been admittdd as a member of the Welfare Fund under the provisions 
of this Act or who is continuing as a member of the Kcrala Document Writers', 

Seribàs' and Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund Sôhcme, 1991; 

"notifietion" means a notification published in the Kerala Gazette; 

"prescribed" means preserib6d by rules made under this Act; 

(I) "Registering Authority" means the. District Registrar (General) of the 

district concerned; 	- 	 - - 

"Scheme" means the Kcrala Document Writers', Scribes' and Stamp 

/ Vendors' Welfare Fund Scheme -framed under this Act; 

"Scribe" means a person who assists -a Document Writer in the 
preparation of documents and who possesses a valid scribe licence to transcribe 
the documents to bcpresented for registration as defined in sub-rule (5) of rule 
3 of the Kerala Document Writers' Licence, Rules , 1960; 

- (o) "Secretary" means the Sccreta?y of the Hoard constituted as per this 

-. 	
Act; 	 - - 	 - 	 - 

(p) "stamp" means the Kerala Document Writers', Scribes' and Stamp 
Wcndors' Welfare Fund Stamp printed and distributed under section 24; 

- 	(q) "Stamp Veidor" means a -  person who has acquired-a licence as per 
rule 35 of the Kerala- Manufacture and Sale of Stamp Rules, 1960 and actively 
engaged in the profession of selling non-judicial stamps and stamp papers. 
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3. Kerala Document Writers', Scribes' and Stamp Vendors We/fire 
Fund.---(1) The Government shall, as soon as may bc, after the commencement 
of this Act, by notification, framc a Scheme to be called the "Kerala Document 
Writers', Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund Scheme" and afier the 
framing of the Scheme, constitute a Fund to be called "the Kerala Document 
Writers', Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund" in accordance with the 
provisions of this Act and the Scheme. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Scheme may provide for 
all or any of the matters specified in the Schedule. 

(3) The following shall be credited to the Fund, namely: -- 

contributions under sections 4 and 26; 

application fee realised under section 5; 

any amount borrowed under section 15; 

all amounts collected by way of sale of stamp under section 24; 

any donation voluntarily made to the Fund by any association 
or institution or any other person; 

any profit, interest, dividend or other income on any investment 
made of any part of the Fund; 

any grants, loans or advances as may be given by the 
Government of India or the State Government or any other institution or 
organisation; 

two per cent of the amount being received by the Stamp 
Vendors as commission; 

.amount transferred under section 30; 

any fees levied under the Scheme; 

any other amount, to be credited to the Fund under the 
provisions of the Scheme; 

(I) any amount raised by the Board from other sources toaugment 
the resources of the Fund. 

(4) The Fund shall vest in the Board and be administered by the 
Board. 
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(5) ihe FundS may be utilised for all or any of the following purposes, 
namely: 

(a) for the payment of a fixed amount and pension to a person, who 
had been a member and remitted contribution for not less than five years and 
ceased his employment or unable to continue in the employment due to ill 
health, at .suèh rate as may be specified in the Scheme, based on the number of 
years in *hieh he had remitted contribution; 

Explanation i.-fhe Board shall have the power to takc decision regarding 
the eligibility of pensionary benefits payable to a member who could not 
continue his employment due to ill health. 

10 	Expla;aiion 2--A person who had completed sixty-five years of age and 
who had been a Document Writer, Scribe or Stamp Vendor for twenty five years 
before the commencement of this Act shall become eligible for special pension if 
lie becomes a member and remits contribution for a period of one year under 
the provisions of this Act. 

(h) for the payment of family pension on the death of a member 
who had remitted contribution for not less than ten years; 

(e) for the payment of financial assistance on the death of a 
member due to illness or accident; 

for the repayment of the contribution amount remitted by the 
members with such iriterest, as may be specified in the Scheme, when they are 
incapacitated to do -work due to permanent physical disability or on the 
cessation of their membership in the Welfare Fund; 

for the payment of financial assistance to meet the expense 
towards medical treatment of the members affected with serious ailment; 

(1) for.the payment of financial assistance to meet the marriage 
expense of the members and their daughters and for the maternity expense of the 

• female members; 

(g) for the payment of financial assistance or loans or advances to - 
the memberS for the purpose cdnnected with their employment or for the 
construction of dwelling house or for the maintenance or renovation of the 
house or for the purchase of'land for the construction of house or for the 
purchase of land.and building and for the education, including higher education 
of the children of the members; 
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(h) for the payment of special relief to the members who suflör from 
physical disability; 

(I) for any other purpose specified in the Scheme; 

(j) for the day to day administrative expenses of the l3oard. 

	

ixplanation.---For the purpose of this sub-section the contribution remitted 	- 
by a person who had been a member of the Kerala Document Writers, Scribes 
and Stamp Vendors Welfare Fund Scheme, 1991 and the number of years in 
which he had remitted contribution to the said Welfare Fund shall also be taken 
into account. 

(6) The Scheme framed under sub-section (1) shall be laid, as soon as 
may be after it is framed, before the Legislative Assembly while it is in session 
for a total, period of fourteen days which may be comprised in one session or in 
two successive sessions, and if, before the expiry of the session in which it is 
so laid or the sessiob immediately following, the legislative Assembly makes any 
modification in the Scheme or decides that the Scheme shduld not he issued, the 
Scheme shalt, thereafter have effect only in such modified form or he of no 
effect, as the case may be; so however, that any such modification or annulment 
shall be without prejudice to the validity of anything previously done under that 
Sehcñ1e.  

Contribution to the Fund,-• '(1) Every D6ôument Writer, Scribe and 
Stamp Vendor who is eligible to become a member shall pay one hundred rupees 
per month as contribution to the Fund. 

- 	(2) The Government may, by notification, from time to time, revise the 
rate of contribution referred to in sub-section (1) up to a maximum limit of five 
hundred rupees, taking into account the amount required for the management of 
the Scheme. 

(3) The contribution shall be paid in the name of'thc Secretary or 
officer authorised in this behalf, in the manner specified in the Scheme. 

Membership in the Fund.-v-(l) Any person holding -a valid licence of 
document writer or scribe under the Kerala Document Writers Licence Rules, 
1960 or a valid licence of a Stamp Vendor under the Kerata Manufacture and 
Sale of Stamp Rules, 1960, as the case may be, and is below the age-of 65 years 
on the date of application may apply to the Board for admission as a memher<of 
the Fund in such form and maniler as may be specified in the Scheme: - 
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Provided that, where the Fund under the Kerala Docunient Writers, Scribcs 

and Stamp Vendors Welfare Fund Scheme. 1991 is transferred to the Fund under 

	

• 	sub-section (1) of section 30, those who are members of the said Schcmc shall 

be deemed. to be the members of the Fund from the date of such transfer. 

Provided fuiiher that no person employed as a Document Writer, Scribe or 

Svnip Vendoe alter retiring from the seiviee of the Central Goyemment or any 

StateGovernment or any public sector undertaking or local Authority with 

retirement benefits, shall be eligible for membership in the Fund. 

Oh an application under sub-section (I), the Board may make such 

enquiry as it deem fit and either admit the applicant to the Fund or for reasons 

to be recorded in writing reject the application: 

Provided that no order rejecting an application shall be passed unless the 

applicant has been given an opportunity of being heard: 

Provided further. that any person aggrieved by an order rejecting any 

application for membership may prefer an appeal to the (3ovenimcntwithin such 

period as may bc.specified in the Scheme. - 

Fvery applicant shalYpay an application fee of one hundred rupees 

along with the application in such manner as'may be specified in the Scheme: 

• 	 (4) A member of the Fund, on completion of 65 years of age or on 

voluntarily applying for pension by surrendering his licence aftet 25 years of 

membership, shall cease to be a member of the Fund. 

(5)' Every persbn who has been enrolled as hiember in the Fund shall 

• be givcn a certificate of mcmbcrship and a pass book recording the rate of 

• contribution, details bf enrolment in the register, date of birth, due date for 

payment of contribution etc., by the Registering Authority. The Registering 

Authority 'shall keep a register of the members coming under its jurisdiction and 

at the State level, the Secretary ofBoàrd shall keep a register of members 

• . 	enrolled in the Fund, showing the district-wise details of members. 

o. cancellation of Memhe;whip.--(l) The membership of a member shall 

be' cancelledy the Registering Authority if it is found that a member has made 

manipulation of any, kind or has given false information at any time in 

connection v'ith1thc conditions for the membership or to obtain benefits as per 

the Scheme:. . . 
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Provided that, no order of cancellation of membership shall be passed 
unless the applicafit has been given an opportunity of being heard. 

Membership in the Fund shall automatically cease if a member 
commits default in payment of contribution for six months continuously. 

If the Registering Authority is of the opinion that a member is not 
functioning as a Document Writer or Scribe or Stamp Vendor, as the case may 
he, his membership in the Fund shall be cancelled. The date of cancellation in 
such cases shall be, as may be fixed by the Registering Authority and shall be 
intimated to the members in writing. 

Appeal against the orders of the Registering Authority shall he filed 
before the Inspector General of Registration within such period as may be 
specified in the Scheme. 

A member may voluntarily retire from the Fund by submitting a 
letter addressed to the Registering Authority. In such case, the date of 
retirement shall be the date on which the member has submitted his letter. 

Revival of Members/zip.- The membership of a member which has been 
ceased under sub-section (2) of section 6 may be revived on payment of arrears 
along with interest at twelve per cent per annum within six months from the date 
of cessation of such membership. 

Amendment of the Scheme.- --(I) Government may, by notification, 
amend the Scheme framed under this Act, either prospectively or retrospectively. 

(2) Every notification under sub-section (1) shall be laid as soon as 
may be, after it is issued, before the Legislative Assembly while it is in session 
for a total period of fourteen days which may be comprised in one sessibn or in 
two successive sessions, and if, before the expiry of the session in which it is 
so laid, or the session immediately following, the Legislative Assembly makes any 
modification in the notification or decides that the notification should not he 
issued, the notification shall thereafter have effect only in such modified form or 
be of no effect, as the case may be, so however, that any such modification or 
annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity of anything previously done 
under that notification. 

Constitution of the Board.- (1) The Government may, by notification, 
with effect from such date as specified therein, constitute a Board to he called 
the "Kerala Document Writers', Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' Welfare Food 
Board" for the administration and management of the Fund and to implement 
and supervise connected activities. 
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the Board shall be a body corporate by the name Keralá Document 
Writers,, Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund Board having perpetual 
succession and a common seal and shall by the said name, sue and be sued. 

The Board shall consist of seven official members representing the 
Government and five non-official members representing the beneficiaries of the 
Fund as may be nominated by the Government and as hereinafter provided, 
namely:--- 

The Secretary to Government, Taxes Department- ---he shall be the 
Chairman of the Board; 	 -- 

The Inspector General of Registration--he shall be the 
Vice-Chairman of the Board; 

The Joint Inspector General of Registration--he shall be the 
Secretary of the Board; 

(d). An officer of the Finance Department not below the rank of 
Deputy Secretary nominated by the GovernmOnt; 

(c) An officer of the Labour Department not below the rank of 
Deputy Secretary nominated by the Government; 	 - 

(I) An officer of the Taxes Department not below the rank of Deputy 
- - 	Secretary nominated by the Government; 	 - 

An officer of the Law Department not below the rank of Deputy 

	

- 	Secretary nominated by the Government; 	 - 

Five non-official members representing the Document Writers, 
Scribes and Stamp Vendors nominated by the Government, of whom one person 
shall be a woman. 

	

• 	(4) The Board shall administer the Fund vested in it in such manner as 
specified in the Scheme. 	 - 

• 	(5) Ihe Board may, with the previous approval of -- the Government, 
delegate to the Chairman or to the Secretary such of its powers and -functions 
under this Act or the Scheme as it may consider necessary, for the effective 
management of-the Ftiñd, subject to such ijestrictions  and -conditions, as it may 
deem fit. - - - - 

10. Meeting bf.the Boai-d.---(1) The Board shall meet at least once in 
three months to transact its business. 
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Six members of the Board including at least four official members 
and two non-official members shall form the quorum for a meeting of the Board. 

The Chairman or in his absence the Vice-Chairman, or in the 	s 
absence of the Chairman and the Vice-Chainnan, a member of the !3onrd to he 
elected from among the members present at the meeting shall preside over the 
meeting of the Board. 

Any matter coming up before a meeting of the Board shall he 
decided by a majority of the members of the Board present and voting at the 
meeting and in the case of equality of votes, the Chairman or the Vice-Chairman 
or the member of the Board who presides over the meeting, shall have right for 
a casting vote. 

II. iè;in of Qjjice of members of the Board; •( 1) The non-official members 
appointed under sub-section (3) of section 9 shall hold office for a period of 
three years from the date of publication of the notification constituting the 
Board in the Gazette. 

Any non-official member may resign his membership by giving 
notice in writing to the Government, but shall continue to hold office until his 
resignation is accepted by the Government. 

The Government may at any time, for reasons to he recorded in 
writing, remove from office any official member, if the Government are of opinion 
that, in public interest it is improper to allow such member to continue in office. 

12. DisqualifIcation and removal of non-official  members. (1) ftc 
Government may remove any non-official member of the Board from office, 

if he is of unsound mind; 

if he is adjudged as undischargcd insolvent; 

if he, without the pennission of the Board, has been absent from 	S 
three consecutive meetings of the l3oard; and 

if in the opinion of the Government, he is not suitable or has 
become incapable of acting as a member of the Board or has so ahosed his 
position so as to render his continuance as member of the Board detrimental to 
public interest: 

Provided that before removing a member of the Board under this 
sub-section, he shall be given a reasonable opportunity to show cause why he 
should not be removed. 
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A non-official member of the Board removed under clause (e) of 

sub-section () shall be disqualified for renomination as a member of the Board 

for a period of three years from the date of his removal unless otherwise 

ordered by the Government. 

A non-offiqial member of the Board removed under clause (d) of 

sub-section (I) shall not he eligible for renomination until he is declared by an 

order of the Government to be no longer ineligible. 

Sitting fees, travelling allowance and daily allowance to members of 

the Board. --Sitting fees to the non-official members, fravelling allowance and 

daily allowance to all members of the Board shall be at such rate as may be 

prescribed. . 

Appointment of Officers and Statf--<l) The Government may appoint 

such officers and staff as they may deem necessary, in such manner as may be 

prescribed, on deputation from the Registration Department for assisting the 

Secretary in the performance of the functions of the Board under this Act. 

(2) The Secretary of the Board shall be responsible for the 

implementation of the decisions of the Board. 

Power of the hoard to borrow.---The Board may, from time to time, 

with the previous approval of the Government and subject to such terms and 

conditions as specified by the Government, borrow money for the purposes of 

the Fund. 

A/on-ofJiciiil Members of the Board to be public servanis.----Every 

non-official member of the Board shall be deemed to be a public servant within 

the meaning of section 21 of the Indian Penal Code (Central Act 45 of 1860). 

Protection of action taken in good Jhith.--No suit or other Legal 

• proceedings shall lie against any member of the Board or any other person 

assisting the Board in the discharge of its functions and duties in respect of 

anything which is in good faith done or intendtd to be done under this Act or 

under the Scheme. 

Directions b$' (iovernment.—The Government may, from time to time, 

give directions to the Board, and the Board is bound to implement them. 

I,, 
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Power to order enquiry.- -(1) The Government may, at any time, 
appoint an officer not below the rank of a Secretary to Government as enquiry 
officer to enquire into the working of the Board and to submit report to the 
Government; 

(2) The Board shall give the enquiry officer so appointed facilities for 
the proper conduct of the enquiry and furnish to such documents, accounts and 
informations in the possession of the Board as he may require. 

Audit of Accow?ts oft/ic Fund and appointment of auditors.:(1) The 
Board shall appoint such auditors to audit the accounts of the Fund in such 
manner as may be prescribed. 

(2) The accounts of the Fund shall be audited once in every year by 
such auditors. 

Annual report and audited statement of accounts. -(i) the annual 
report of the Fund shall be prcpared under the direction of the Board and aflcr 
approval by the Board, a copy of the report together with audited statcmcnt 
of accounts shall be submitted to the Government before the 31st of July 
every year. 

(2) The Government shall, as soon as the annual report is received, 
bausc the same together with the audited statement of accounts to be laid 
before theLegislative  Assembly. 

Bar on lurisdiction  of Civil Courts.---No Civil Court shall have 
jurisdiction to settle, decide or deal with any question or to deti.irminc any 
matter which is by or under this Act or the Scheme required to be settled, 
decided or dealt with or to be determined by the Government or the Board or the 
Secretary or any officer authorised by the Board. 	 . 

Power to summon witness and take evidence. - The Board shall, for 
the purposes of enquiry under this Act, have the same powers as are vested in 
a Civil Court while trying a suit under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 (Central 
Act 5 of 1908) in respect of the following mattersnainey:--- 

enforcing the attendance of any person or examining him on oath; 

requiring the discovery and the production of documents; 
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(e) receiving evidence on affidavit and 

(d) ngaging Commission for the examination of witnesses. 

24. The Kerala Document Writers', Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' We/fan? 
lund Stamp.----(1) The Board shall get printed at the Government Press stamps 
of the value of fifty rupees inscribed as "the ierala Document Writers', Scribes' 
and Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund Stamp", in such fbrm and in such manner as 
may be préscribedl . 

...(2) Every document prepared bya licensed document writer and 
presented in any of the Sub-Registrar Offices in the State to bd registered in 

• book I, Ill or,.IV. as the case may be, shall be affixed with a stamp as specified in 
sub-section (1) in addition to the stamp duty chargeable under the Kerala Stamp 
Act, 195907 of 1959): 

Provided thatihis sub-section shall not apply to any document prepared 
and presented for registration on behalf of the Central Government or the State 
Government or Local Self Government Institution. 

Every stamp affixcd as specified in sub-section (2) shall be 
cancelled in the manner ptovided for in section 12 of the Kerala Stamp Act, 1959 
(17 of 1959). 

The custody of the stamps printed under this section shall be with 
- 	the Board and the supply and sale of stamps shall be in such manner as may 

he prescribed. 

25. Payment of money in case of default or disqtalification.----(1) In ease 
of cessation of membership due to default or disqualification, the memberor his 
nominee may apply for the amount remitted as contribution in the mahner stated 
in the Schethe. 

Any mmber whose membership has been ceased or his nominee 
shall not be eligible for any benefit from the Welfare Fund. 

The contribution if any reniitted after the date of cessation of 
membership, shall be refunded inIüll without any interest thereon. 

. Any amount that has been received wrongly by a member Or 
person nominated by him, shall be recovered from such person by approjiriate 
legal proceedings. 
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26. Contribution of the Governnient.----(l) Ten per cent the total amount 

contributed by the members during a financial year of the expenses to be 

incurred under the head of pay and allowances of the staff including bonus and 

eneashment ofleave but excluding travelling allowance, assigned for the 

administration of the Welfare Fund, whichever is less, shall he given as 

Government contribution. 

At the end of every financial year, the Secretary shall calculate the 

expenses including bonus and encashment of leave but excluding travelling 

allowance, assigned for the administration of the Welfare Fund, under the head 

of account of pay and allowances of the staff and shall intimate the same to the 

Government. 	 . 

If the amount so calculated is found to be more than ten per cent 

of the yearly contribution of the members, the difference between this amount 

and ten per cent of the yearly contribution of the members, shall be withdrawn 

from the Welfare Fund and remitted to the head of account concerned fixed from 

time to time. 

27. Ac! of Board not to. he invalid by defect etc—No act done or 

proceedings taken under this Act or the rules or scheme made thereunder by the 

Board shall be invalid merely by reason of,--- 

any vacancy or defect in the constitution of the Board; or 

any defect or irregularity in the nomination of any person as a 

member thereof; or 

(e) any defect or irregularity in any act or proceedings of the Board. 

28. Removal of dtfficulties.---( 1) If any difficulty arises in giving effect to 

the provisions of this Act, the Government may, by order published in the 

Gazette, make provisions which appear to them to be necessary and not 

inconsistent with the provisions of this Act, for the purpose of removing the 

difficulty: 

Provided that no such order shall be passed after the expiry of two years 

from the date of commencement of this Act. 

.- 
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(2) 'l'Iw order issued under sub-section (1) shall be placcd before the 

legislative Assembly. 

Power to make rulcs.--(l) The Government may, by notification, make 

rules either prospectively or retrospectively for the purpose of carrying into 

eflbct the provisions of this Act. 

	

- 	- 	
(2) livery rule made under this Act shall be laid, as soon as may be 

after it is made, before the Legislative Assembly while it is in session for a total 

period of fourteen days which may be comprised in one session or in two 

successive sessions, and, if, before the expiry of the session in which it is so 

-. laid or the session immediately following, the Legislative Assembly makes any 

modification in the rule or decides that the rule should not be made, the rule 

shall thereafter have effect only in such modified form or be of no effect, as the 

casemay be. so however, that any such modification or annulment shall be 

without prejudice to the validity of anything previously done under that rule. 

Provision for the transfer of fund from the Kerala Document Writers 

Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund, Scheme, 1991.—(l) Notwithstanding 

anything contained in any other law for the time being in force, from the date to 

be notified by the Government, all amounts standing in the credit of the Kerala 

Document Writers', Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund Scheme, 1991 

shall stand transferred to and creditqd to the Fund established under this Act 

and with effect from such date the liability of a member to pay contribution to 

the Kerala Document Writers', Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund 

Scheme. 1991 shall cease. 

• (2) All claims in respect of the said Fund may be determined by the 

Board constituted under this Act. 	 - 

Repeal and saving.—( I) i1e .Kerala Document Writers', Scribes' and 

Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund Ordinance, 2012 (48 of 2012) is hereby repealed. 

(2) Notwithstanding such repeal, anything done or deemed to have 

been done or any action taken or deemed to have been taken under the said 

Ordinance shall be decmed to have been done or taken under this Act. 

33' 942013/DiP. 	 - 



34 

SciumuLl: 

I .See section 3(2)'j 

MAtTERS FOR WIUCII PROVISION MAY BE MADE IN TFIII.SCIIEME' 

I. The manner in which the Fund is to be administered by the Board. 

Regi'stration of the members. " 	 H 

The manner in which the contribution and two per cent of the 
commission of Stamp Vendors shlI be made to the Fund. 

The manner in which the contribution from difibrent sectors, and the two 
per cent of the commission of Stamp 'Vendors may be recovered. 

The constitution of any committee for assisting the Board. 

Duties of the Secretaiy. 

The manner in which accounts shall he maintained, the investment of 
money belonging to the Fund in accordance with any direction issued or 
conditions specified by the Govgrnment, the preparation of budget, the 
audit of accounts and the submission of reports to the Government. 

The conditions under which with,drawal from the Fund may he permitted 
and any deduction or forfeiture may he made and the maximum amount of 
such deduction or forfeiture.. 

.9. The form in which a member shall furnish particulars about himself and 
his family whenever required. 

The nomination of a person to mceive the benefits of a member from the 
Fund on his death and cancellation or verification of such nomination. 

The registers and records to be maintained with respect to members. 

The form of pass book, certificate and identity card and the procedure 
for their issue, custody' and replacement. 

The fees to be levied for any of the purposes specified in the Schedule. 

.14. The manner in which the amount transferred under section 30 is to he 
transferred and credited to the Fund. 

15. The matters for which the Fund may be utilized' for the welfare of the 
members or their dependents. 	 , 
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16. The procedure for defraying the expenditUre to be incurred in the 
administration of the Fund.  

17.. The procedure for paying benefits, grants,.advances etc., from the Fund. 

• 	18. Regularisation of the rate of the amount from the Fund that may be 
• 	given to the members who-had ceased their employment or are unable to 

• 	'continue in employment due to WI health; based on the number of ybars 
• 	 of remittance or contribution, and pension.  

. 'J1e manner and, fate in which the contribution is to be refunded in the 
• 	case of the members who have committed default. 

Any other thatter which is necessary or proper for implemdnting the 

II' 	•. 
 

Scheme. 
	• - 	 - 	. 	. 

.1 

I 	- 
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA 

Law (Legislation-A) Department 

NOTIFICATION 

No. 15553//Leg. A2/2010/1-aw. Dated, Thiruvananthapuram 	
'hht AArn-il. 2012. 

22nd C/iou/ira 1934. 

in pursuance of clause (3) of Article 348 of the Constitution of India, the 

Governor of Kerala is pleased to authorise the publication in the Gazette of the 

following trtanslation in English language of the ICerala Document Writers:, 

Scribes and Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund Ordinance, 2012 (29 of 2012). 

By order of the Governor, 

C. K. PAOMAKARAN, 

Special Secretary (Làw). 

S 
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[Translation in English of '2012-6)GJ oão mwOaP 000so 

n.I&Qaj.9(Uit)cOOQSo 	3mJ @O0l6)So 	.ojm1w1 - 630 	1crxicn" 
published under the authority of the Governor.] 

ORDIX&NCE No. 29 OF 2012 

THE KERALA DOd MENT WRiTERS', SCRIBES' AND 
STAMP VENDORS' WELFARE FUND 

ORDINANCE, 2012 

Promulgated by the Governor of Kerala in the Sixty-third Year of the 
tRepublic of India. 

AN 
ORDINANCE. 

to provide for the com'ititution of a Welfare Fund for the welfare of the 
document writers, scribes and stamp vendors in the State of Kerala, to 
pay pension and other benefits to them and for other matters connected 
therewith or incidental thereto. 

Preamhle.—=WuERE&s, it is expedient to provide for the constitution of a 
Welfare Fund for the welfare of the document writers, scribes and stamp vendors 
in the State of Kerala, to pay pension and other benefits to them and for other 
matters connected therewith or incidental thereto; 

AND WHEREAS; the Kerala Document Writers', Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' 
Welfare Fund Ordinance, 2012 (13 of 2012) was promulgated by the Governor of 
Kerala on the 30th day of Januaty, 2012; 

AND WHEREAS, a 13i11 to replace the said Ordinance by an Act of the State 
egislature .dould not be introduced in, and passed by, the Legislative Assembly 

of the State of Kerala during its session which commenced on the 1st day of 
.j March, 2012 and ended on the 23rd day of March, 2012; 

AND \VFIEREAS, under sub-clause (a) of clause (2) of Article 213 of the 
Constitution' of, Indi, the said Ordinance will cease to operate on the 12th day 
of April, 2012;. 

AND WHEREAS, difficulties will arise if the provisions of the said Ordinahce 
are not kept alive again; 

AND WHEREAS, the Legislative Assembly of the State of Kerala is not in 
session and the Governor of Kerala is Aatisfied that circumstances exist which 
render it necessary for him to take immediate action; 
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Now, THEREFORE, in exercise of the powers conferred by clausc (1) of Article 
213 of the Constitution of India, the Governor of Kerala is pleased to promulgate 
the following Ordinance:- 

1. Short title and eomnwnceinent----(l) This Ordinance may be called the 
Kerala Document Writers', Scribes'- and Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund 
Ordinance, 2012. 

(2) It shall be deemed to have come into force on the 31st day of 
January, 2012. 

27  Definitions—In this Ordinance unless the context othet'isc requires,- 

"Board" means the Kerala Document Writers', Scribes' and Stamp 
Vendors' Welfare Fund Board constituted under section 9; 

"cessation of employment" means ceasing of employment of a 
licensee consequent to the cancellation or surrender of the licence obtained for 
doing the employment; 

"contribution" means the amount paahle to the Welfare Fund by the 
members under sub-section (1) of section 4 and by the Government under 
sub-section (1) of section 26; 

"dependent" means wife or husband, minor sons, unmarried of 
widowed or divorced daughters, mentally or physically disabled children and 
fhther and mother who are solely dependent upon the member; 

(c) "Documt Writer" means a person who is engaged in the profession 
of preparing documents including enquiry as to title, preparation of draft deeds 
and engrossing the deed on stamp paper for registration as per the Kerala 
Document Writers' Licence Rules, 1960; 

"Fund" means the Keraja Document Writers', Scribes' and Stamp 
Vendors' Welfare Fund constituted under section 3; 

"Government" means the Government of Kerala; 	' 	 4 
"inspector General of Registration" means the Inspector General of 

Registration of the Government of Kerala; 

"member" means a Document Writer or a Scribe or a Stamp Vendor, 
who has been admitted as a member of the Welfare Fund under the provisions 
of this Ordinance or who is continuing as a member of the Kerala Document 
Writers' Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund Scheme, 1991; 

"notification" means a notification published in the Kerala Gazette; 

"prescribed" means prescribed by rules made under this Ordinance; 
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(I) "Registering Authority" means the District Registrar (General) of the 
district concerned; 

(rn) "Scheme" means the Kerala Document Writers', Scribes' and Stamp 
Vcndois' Welfare Fund Scheme framed under this Ordinance; 

"Séribe" mOans a person4vho assists a Document Writer in the 
preparatioii of documents and who possesses a valid scribe licence to transcribe 
the documents to be presented for registration as defined in sub-rule (5) of rule 
3 of the Kerala Document Writers' Licence Rules, 1960; 

'Secretary" means the Secretary of the Board constituted as per this 
Ordinance; 

"stamp" means the Kerala Document Writers', Scribes' and Stamp 
Vendors' Welfare Fund stamp printed and distributed under section 24; 

"Stamp Vendor" Theans a person who has acquired a licence as per 
rule 35 of the Kerala Manufacture and Sale of Stamp Rules, 1960 and actively 
Engaged in the profession of selling non-judicial stamps and stamp papers. 

3. Kerala Document Writers Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' We1far Fund.—< 1) 
The Government shall, as soon as may be after the commencement of this 

- Ordinance, by notification, frame a Scheme to be called the "Kerala Document 
Writers', Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund Scheme" and after the 
framing of the Scheme, constitute a Fund to be called "the Kerala Document 
Writers', Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund" in accordance with the 
provisions of this Ordinance and the Scheme. 

•(2) Subject to the provisions of this Ordinance, the Scheme may provide 
for all or any of the matters specified in the Schedule. 

• (3) The following shall be credited to the Fund, namely:- 
contributions under section 4 and 26; 
application fee realised undersection 5; 

any amount borrowed under section 15; 

all amounts collected by way of sale of stamp uhder section 24; 
any donation voluntarily made to the Fund by any association or 

institution or any other person; 	 - 	 - 

any profit, interest, dividend or other income on any investment 
made of any part of the Fund;  

any grants; loans or advances as may be given by the Govern-
ment of India or the State Government or any other institution or organisation; 
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two per cent of the amount being received by the, Stamp Vendors 
as commission; 

amount transferred under section 30; 

any fees levied under the Scheme; 

any other amount, to be Oredited to the Rind under the provisions 
of the Scheme; 

(1) any amount raised by the Board from other sources to augment the 
resources of the Fund. 

The Fund shall vest in the Board and be administered by theBoard. 

The Fund may be utilised for all or any of the following purposes, 
namely:- 

for the payment of a fixed amount and pension to a meMber from 
the Fund on cessation of employment at such rate as may be prescribed based 
on the number of years of his employment; 

Explanation 1.—The Board shall have the power to take decision regarding 
the pensionary benefits payable to a member who could not continue his 
employment due to ill health. 

Explanation 2.—A person who had completed si*ty five years of age and 
who had been a Document Writer, Scribe or Stamp Vendor for twenty live years 
before the commencement of this Ordinance shall become eligible for special 
pension if he becomes a member and remits contribution for a period of one year 
under the provisions of this Ordinance. 

for the payment of family pension on the death of a niember who 
had remitted contribution for not less than ten years; 

(e) for the payment of financial assistance on the death of a member 	£ due to illness or accident; 

for the repayment of the contribution amount remitted by the 
members with such interest, as may be prescribed, when they are incapacitated 
to do work due to permanent physical disability or on the cessation of their 
membership in the Welfare Fund; 

for the payment of financial assistance to meet the expense towards 
medical treatment of the members affected with serious ailment; 

(0 for the payment of financial assistance to meet the marriage 
expense of the meribers and their daughters and for the maternity expense of 
the female members; - 
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for the payment of financial assistance or loans or advances to the 
members for the purpose connected with their employment or for the 
construction of dwelling house or for the maintenance or renovation of the 
house or for the purchase of land for the construction of house or for the 
purchase of land and building and for the education, including higher education 
of the children of the members; 

for the payment of special relief to the members who suffer from 
physical disability; 

• 	(i) for any other purpose specified in the Scheme; 

(fl for the day to .day administrative expenses of the Board. 

(6) The Scheme framethunder sub-section (1) shall be laid, as soon as 
may beafter it is framed, before the Legislative Assembly while it is in session 
for a total period of fourteen days which may be comprised in one session or in 
two suecbssive sessions, and if, before the .expiry of the session in which it is 
so laidor the session immediately following, the Legislative Assembly makes any 
modification in the Scheme, the Scheme shall, thereafter have effect only in such 
modified form; so however, that any such modification shall be without prejudice 
to the validity of anything previonsly done under the Scheme. 

4. Contribution to the Fund.--(l) Every Document Writer, Scribe and 
Stamp Vendor who is eligible to become a member shall pay one hundred rupees 
per month as contribution to the Fund. 

The Government may, by notification, from time to time, revise the rate 
ofcontfibutiop referred to in sub-section (1) up to a maximum limit of five 
hundred rupees, taking into account the aMount required .for the management of 
the Scheme. 

The contribution shall be paid in the name of the Secretary or officer 
authorised in this behalf, in the manner specified in the Schethe. 

5. Membership in the Fund.—(l) Any person holding a valid licence of 
Document Writer or Scribe under theKcrala Document Writers' Licence Rules, 
1960 or a valid licence of a Stamp Vendor under the Kerala Manufacture and 
Sale of Stamp Rules, 1960, as the case may be, and is below the aje of 65 years 
on the date of application may apply to the Board for admission as a member of 
the Fund in such form and manner as may be prescribed: 

Provided that no person employed as a Document Writer, Scribe or Stathp 
Vendor after retiring from the service of the Central Government or any State 
Government or any Public Sector Undertaking or Local Authority with retirement 
benefits, shall be eligible for membership in the Fund. 
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On an application under sub-section (1), the Board may make such 
enquiry as it deems fit and ciLher admit the applicant to the Fund or for reasons 
to be recordcd in writing reject the application: 

Provided that, no order rejecting an application shall be passed unless the 
applicant has been given an opportunity of being heai -d: 

Provided further that, any person aggrieved by an order rejecting any 
application for membership may prefer an appeal to the Government within such 
period as may be prescribed. 

Every applicant shall pay an application fee of one hundred rupees 
along with the application in such manner as may be prescribed. 

A member of the Fund, on completion 65 ypars of age or on 
voluntarily applying for pension by surrendering his licence after 25 years of 
membership, shall cease to be a member of the Fund. 

Every person who has been enrolled as member in the Fund shall be 
given a certificate of membership and a pass book recording the rate of 
contribution, details of enrolment in the register, date of birth, due date for 
payment of contribution etc., by the Registering Authority. The Registering 
Authority shall keep a register of the members coming under their jurisdiction 
and at the State level, the Secretary of Board shall keep a register of members 
enrolled in the Fund, showing the district-wise details of members. 

6. Cancellation of Menibership.--(1) The niembership of a member shall be 
cancelled by the Registering Authority if it is found that a member has made 
manipulation of any kind or has given false information at any time in 
connection with the conditions for the membership or to obtain benefits as per 
the Scheme: 

Provided that, no order of cancellation of membership shall be passed 
unless the applicant has been given an opportunity of beiog heard. 

Membership in the Fund shall automatically cease if a member commits 
default in payment of contribution for six months continuously. 

If the Registering Authority is of the opinion that a member is not 
functioning as a Document Writer or Scribe or Stamp Vendor, as the ease may 
be, his membership in the Fund shall be cancelled. The date of cancellation in 
such eases shall be, as may be fixed by the Registering Authority. 

Appeal against the orders of the Registering Authority shall be filed 
before the Inspector General of Registration withio such period as may be 
prescribed. 
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(5) A member may vOluritarily retire from the Fund by submitting a letter 
addressed to the Registering Authority. In such case, the date of retirement shall 
be the date on which the member has submitted his lettcr. 

• 	7. Revivat of Membership—The nmbership of a member which has been 
ccased under sub-section (2) of section 6 may be revived on payment of arrears 
along with interest at twelve per cent per annum within six months from the date 
of cessation of such mrnbership. 

Amendment of the Scheme- - (1) Government may, by notification, amend 
the Scheme framed under this Ordinance, either prospectively or retrospectively. 

(2) Every notification under sub-section (1) shall be laid as soon as 
¶ may be, after it is issued, before the Legislative Assembly while it is in session 

for a total period of fourteen days which may be comprised in one session or in 
two successive sessions, and if, before the expiry of the session in which it is 
so laid or the session immediately following, £hO Legislative Assembly agrees in 
making any modification in the notification or decides that the notification 
should not be issued, the notification shall thereafter have effect only in such 
modified form or he of no effect, as the case may be, so however that any such 
modification or annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity of anything 
previously done under that notification. - 

Constitution of the Board.—(l) The Government may, by notification, 
with effect from such date as may be specified therein, constitute a l3oard to be 
called the "Kerala Document Writers', Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund 
Board" for the administration and management of the Fund and to implement 
and supervise connected activities. 

(2) The Board shall be a body corporate by the name "Kerala Document 
Writers', Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' Welfarç Fund Board" having perpetual 
succession and a common seal and shall by the said name, sue and be sued. 

-(3) The Bard shall consist of seven official members representing the 
Government and three non-official members represeliting the beneficiaries of the 
Fund as maybe nominated by the Government and as hereinafter provided, 
namely:- 

(a) The Secretary to Government, Taxes Department—he shall be the 
Chairman of the Board; 

- 	(b) Thç Inspector General of Rejistration—he shall be the 
Vice-Chairman of the Board; 

(c) The Joint Inspector General of Registration—he shall be the 
Secretary of the Board; 

3311504/201 2/DTP. 
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An officer of the Finance Department not below the rank of Deputy 
Secretary nominated by the Government; 

An officer of the Labour Department not below the rank of Deputy 
Secretary nominated by the Government; 	 - 

An officer of the Thxes Department not below the rank of Deputy 
Secretary nominated by the Government;- - 

An officer of the Law Department not below the rank of Deputy 
Secretary nominated by the Government; 

Three non-official members representing the Document Writers, 
Scribes and Stamp Vendors nominated by the Government. 

The Board shall administer the Fund vested in it in such manner as 
may be specified in the Scheme. 

The Board may, with the previous approval of the Government, 
delegate to the Chairman or to the Secretary such of its powers and functions 
under this Ordinance or the Scheme as it may consider necessary, fo? the 
effective management of the Fund, subject to such restrictions and cOnditions, 
as it may deem fit. 

10, Meeting of the Board.---(l) The l3oad shall meet at least once in three 
months to transact its business. 

Six members of the Board including at least four official members and 
two non-official members shall form the quorum for a meeting of the Board. 

The Chairman or in his absence the Vie;Chairinaju, or in the absence 
of the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman, a member to be elected from among the 

members present at the meeting shall preside over the meeting of the Board. 

Any matter coming up before a meeting of the Board shall be decided 
by a majority of the members present and voting at the meeting and in the ease 
of equality of votes, the Chairman or the Vice-Chairman or the member who 
presiding over the meeting, shall have right for a casting vote. 416 

• 	ii. Thin of Office of members of the Boarc[—(1) The non-official members 
appointed under. sub-section (3) of section 9 shall hold office for a period of 
three years from the date of publication of the notification constituting the 
Board in the Gazette. 

(2) Any non-official member may resign his membership by giving notice 
in writing to the Government, but shall continue to hold office until hi 
resignation is accepted by the Government 
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(3) The Government may at any time, for reasons to be recorded in 
writing, remove from office any Official meh±er, if the Govermnent are of opinion 
that, in public interest it is improper to allow such member to continue in office. 

12. Disqualifieation and removal of non-official rnemhers.—(l) 
The Governffient may remove any non-official member of the Board from 
office,- 

if he is of unsound mind; 

if he is adjudged as undischarged insolvent; 

¶ (c) if he, without the permission of the Board, has been absent from 
three consecutive meetings of the Board; and 

(d) if in the opinion of the Government, he is not suitable or has 
become incapable of acting as a member or has so abused his position as a 
member so as to render his eontinuapce as such member detrimental to public 
interest:  

Provided that before removing a member under this sub-section, he shall be 
given a reasonable opportunity to show cause why he should not be 
removed. 

A non-official member of the Board removed under clause (c) of 
sub-section (1) shall be disqualified for re-appointment as a member of the Board 
for a period of three years from the date of his removal unless otherwise 
ordered by the Government. 

A non-official member of the Board removed under clause (d) of 
sub-section (1) shall not be eligible for reappointment until he is declared by an 
order, of the Govenmient to be no longer ineligible. 

Sitting fees )  travelling allowance and daily allowance to members of 
the Board--The nominated members of the Board shall be eligible to get sitting 

Se, travelling allowance and daily allowance at such rate as may be prescribed. 
Appointment of Officers and Staff---(l). The Government may appoint 

such officers and staff as they may deem necessary, in such manner as may be 
prescribed, on deputation from the Registration Department for assisting the 
Secretary in the performance of the functions of the Board under this 
Ordinance. 

(2) The Secretar9 of the Board shall be responsible for the implementation 
of the.decisions of the' Board.' 

Power of the Board to borrow—The Board may, from time to time, with 
the previous approval of the Government and subject to such terms and 
conditions as maybe specified by the Government, borrow money for the 
purposes of the Fund. 
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Non-official Members of the Board to be public servants—Every 
non-official member of the Board shall be deemed to be a public servant within 
the meaning of section 21 of the Indian Penal Code (Central Act 45of 1860). 

Protection of action taken in good faith—No suit or other legal 
proceedings shall lie against any member of the Board or any other person 
assisting the Board in the discharge of its functions and duties in respect of 
anything which is in good faith done or intended to he done uri'der this 
Ordinance or under the Scheme. 

Directions by Government—The Government may, from time to time, 
give directions to the Board, and the Board is bound to implement them. 

Power to order enquiry..—(1) The Government may, at any time, 
appoint an officer not below the rank of a Secretay to Government as enquiry - 
officer to enquire into the working of the Board and to submit report to the 
Government. 

(2) The Board shall give the enquiry officer so appointed, all facilities for 
the proper.conduct of the enquiry and furnish to such documents, accounts and 
inforniations in the possession of the Board as he may require. 

Audit of accounts of the Fund and appointment of auditors.—.(1) The 
Board shall appoint such auditors to audit the accounts of the Fund in such 
manner as may be prescribed. 

(2) The accounts of the Fund shall be audited once in every year by 
such auditors. 

Annual report and audited statement of accounts.-.–(1) The annual 
report of the Fund shall be prepared under the direction of the Board and after 
approval by the Board, a copy of the report together with audited statement of0 
accounts shall be submitted to the Government before the end of July every 
year.  

(2) The Government shall, as soon as the annual report is received, cause 
the same together with the audited statement of accounts to be laid before the 
Legislative Assembly. 

Bar on Jurisdiction of civil courts. No civil court shall have 
jurisdiction to settle, decide or deal with any question or to determine any 
matter which is by or under this Ordinance or the Scheme required to be settled, 
decided or dealt with or to be determined by the Goverimient or the Board or the 
Secretary or any officer authorised by the Board. 
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23. Power to summon 'witness and take evidence—The Board shall, for 
the purposes of enquiry under this Ordinanbe, have the same powers as are 
vested in a civil court while trying a suit under the Code of Ciyil Procedure, 
1908 (Central Act 5 of 1908) in respect of the following matters, namely:- 

(a). enforcing the attendance of any person of examining him on oath; 
(b)-,requiring the discovery and the production of documents; 

receiving evidence on affidavit; and 

engaging Commission for the examination of withesses. 

24.. The Kerala Document Writers'; Scribes'and Stamp Vendors' Welfare 
Fund Stamp.— (1) The Board shall get printed at the Government Press stamps 
of the value of fifty rupees inscribed as "the Kerala Document Writers', Scribes'' 
and Stamp Vendors Welfare Fund Stamp", in such form and in such manner as 
may be prescribed. 

Es'ery document prepared by a licensed document writer and 
presented in any of the-Sub-Registrar Offices in the State to be registered in 
Book I, III o&IV,  as the case may be, shall be affixed with a stamp as specified 
in subLsection (I), in addition to the stamp duty chargeable under the Kerala 
Stamp-Act, 1959 (Act 17 of 1959): 

Provided that this sub-section shall not apply to any document prepared 
and presented for registration on behalf of the Central Government or the State 
Government or Local Self Government Institution. 

Every stamp affixed as specified in sub-section (2) shall be cancelled 
in the manner provided for in section 12 of the .Kerala Stamp Act, 1959 
(Act'l7 of 1959) 	- 	 -. 

The custody of the stamps prthted under this section shall be with 
the Board arid, the supply and sale of stamps shall be in such manner as may 

• 	be prescribed. 

25. Payment of money in cczse of default or disqualiJIcation.—(1) In case 
• of cessation of 'membership due to default or disqualification; the member or his 

nominee may apply for the amount remitted as cont'ribution in the manner stated 
in the-Scheme. 

Any member whose membership has been ceased or his nominee 
shall not be eligible for any benefit from the Welfare Fund. 

The contribution if any rethitted after the date of cessation of 
membership, shall be refunded in full without any interest thereon. 
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(4) Any amount that has been received wrongly by a member or person 
nominated by him, shall be recovered from such person by appropriate legal 
proceedings. 

26. Contribution of the Governmenju(l) Tbn per cent of the total amount 
contributed by the members during a financial year or the expenses to be 
incurred under the head of pay and allowances of the staff including bonus and 
encashment of leave but excludingtravejling allowance, assigned for the 
administration of the Welfare Fund, whichever is less, shall be given as - 
Government contribution 

(2) At the end of every financial year, the Secretary shall calculate the 
expenses including bonus and encashment of leave but excluding travelling 
allowance, assigned for the administration of the Welfare Fund, under the head 
of account of pay and allowances of the staff and shall intimate the same to the 
Government. 

(3) If the amount so- calculated is found to be more than ten per cent of 
the yearly contribution of the members, the difference between this amount and 
ten per cent of the yearly contribution of the members, shall be withdrawn from 
the Welfare- Fund and remitted to the head of account concerned fixed from 
time to time. 

Act of Board not to be invalid by defect etc.— No act done or 
proceedings taken ubder this Ordinance or the rules to be made thereunder by 
the Board shall be invalid merely by reason of- 

(a) any vacancy or defect in the constitution of the Board ;  or 
- (b) any defect or irregularity in the nomination of any person as a

-member thereof; or 

• (c) any defect or irregularity in any act or proceedings of the Board. 

Removal of df/iculues._u) If any difficulty arises in giving effect to 
the provisions of this Ordinance, the Government may, by order published in the 
Gazette, make provisions which appear to them to be necessary and not 
Inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance, for the purpose of removing 
the difficult 

Provided that no such order shall be passed after the expiry of two years 
from the date of commencement of this Ordinajce 

(2) The order issued under sub-gecti0 (I) shall be placed before the 
Legislative Assembly. 

Power to make rules.—(l) 
The Government may, by notification, make 

rules either prospectively or retrospectively for the purpose of carrying into 
effect the provisions of this Ordinance. 
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(2) Every nile made under this Ordinance shall be laid, as soon as may 
be after it is made, before the Jegislative Assembly while it is in session for a 
total period of fourteen days which may be comprised in one session or in two 
successive sessions, and if, before the expiry of the session in which it is so - 
laid or the sesion immediatelyifollowing the Legislative Assembly makes any 
modification in the rule or decides that the rule should not be made, the rule 
shall thereafter have effect only in such mQdified form or be of no effect, as the 
case may be, so however, that any such modification or annulment shall be 
without prejudice to the validity of anything previously dohe under that rule. 

30. Provision for the transfer of Fund from the Kerala Document Writers 
Scribes 'and Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund Scheme, I 991.---(l) Notwithstanding 
anything contained in any other law for the time being in fofce. on and from the 
datc to be notified by the Government, all amounts standing in the credit of the 
Kerala Document .Wnters'. Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund Scheme, 
1991 shall stand transferred to and credited to the Fund established under this 
Ordinance and with such date the liability of a member to pay contribution to 
the Kerala Document Writers', Scribes' and Stamp Vdndois' Welfare Fund 
Scheme, 1991 shall cease. 

(2) All claims in respect of such ffind may he determined by the Board 
constituted under this Ordinance. 

31. Repeal and Saving.-_( 1) The Kerala Document Writers', Scribes' and 
Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund Ordinance, 2012 (13 of 2012) is hereby repealed. 

(2) Notwithstanding such repeal, anything done or any action taken 
under the said Ordinance shall be deemed to have been done or taken under 
this Ordinance. 

	

Is 	 SCHEDULE 

- 	 - 	[See Section 3(2)] 

MAnERS FOR M5HCH PRO WSJON MAY BE MADE IN THE SCHEME  

	

- 	1. The manner in which the Fund is to be administered by the Board. 
Registration of the members. 

The manner in which the contribution and two per cent of the 
commission of stamp Vendors shall be made to the Fund. 

The manner in which the contribution from different sectors and the two 
per cent of the bommission of stamp veudors may be recovered. 

0 
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[1 
The constitution of any committee for assisting the Board. 

Duties of the Secretary. 
The manner in which accounts shall be maintained, the investment of 

money belonging to the Fund in accordance with any direction issued or 
conditions spcified by the Government, the preparation of budget, the audit of 
accounts and the submission of reports to the Governtnent. 

S. The conditions under which withdrawal from the Fund may be permitted 
and any deduction or forfeiture may be madc and the maximum amount of such 
deduction or forfeiture. 

The form in which a member shall furnish particulars about himself and 
his family whenever required. 

The nomination of a person to receive the benefits of a member from 
the Fund on his death and cancellation or verification of such nomination. 

The registers and records to be maintained with respect to members. 

The form of pass book, certificate and identity card and the procedure 
for their issue, custody and replacement. 

The fees to be levied for any of the purposes specified in the 

Schedule. 
The manner in which the amount transferred under section 30 is to be 

transferred and credited to the Fund. 
The matters for which the Fund may be utilized for the welfare of the 

members or their dependants. 
The procedure for defraying the expenditure to be incurred in the 

administration of the Fund. 
The procedure for paying benefits, grants, advances etc., from the 

Fund. 
IS. Regularisation of the rate of pension and the amount that may be 

given from the Fund to the members who discontinue employment on the basis 
of the completed years of service. 

The manner and rate in which the contribution is to be refunded in 
the case. of the members who have committed default. 

Any other matter which is necessary or proper for implementing the 
Scheme. 

11. R. 131IARI)WAJ, 

GOVERNOR. 

1 

S 
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA 

Law (Legislation-A) 1)epartment 

NOTIFICArION 

No. 15553//Leg. A2/2010/Law. Thted, Thinwananth 	
13th AugJ 2012 

apuram, 
22nd Sravana 1934. 

In pursuance of clause (3) of Article 348 of the Constitution of India, the 

Governor of Kerala is pleased to authorisc the publication in the Gazette of the 

following translation in English language of the Kerala Document Writers', 

Scribcs' and Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund Ordinancc, 2012 (48 of 2012). 

S 

By order of the Governor, 

C. K. PADMAKARAN, 

Spedal Secretary (Law). 

S 

I 	33.'3453/2012/DTP 
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[Translation in English of "2012-oei ao@ 
nJanjW QO6)S(fl)O 	O(T)T nnI6rnZn30QS©o cemo)crilwl 633MD1CDct(flF' 

published under the authority of the GovernotI 

ORDINANCE No. 48 OF 2012 

linE KERALA DOCUMEN'I' WRFIERS', SCRiBES' AN!) 
STAMP VENDORS' wJil.FARE FUNI) 

ORDINANCE, 2012 

Promulgated by the Governor of Kerala in the Sixty-third Year of the 
Republic of India. 

AN 

• 	
ORDINANCE 

to provide for the constitution of a Welfa.re Fund for the welfare of the 
document writers, scribes and stamp vendors in the State of .Kerala, to 
pay pension and other benefits to them and for other matters connected 
therewith or incidental thereto. 

Preamble.—WuERIs, it is expedient to provide for the constitution of a 
Welfare Fund for the welfare of the document writers, scribes and stamp vendors 
in the State of Kerala, to pay pension and other benefits to them and for other 
matters connected therewith or incidental thereto; 

AND WImRrs, the Kerala Document Writers', Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' 
Welfare Fund Ordinance, 2012 (13 of 2012) was promulgated by the Governor of 
Kerala on the 30th day of January, 2012; 

AND WHEREAs, a Bill to replace the said Ordinance by an Act of the 
Legislature could not be introduced in, and passed by, the Legislative Assembly 
of the State of Kerala during its session which commenced on the 1st day of 
March, 2012 and ended on the 23rd day. of MarCh, 2012; 

• AND WHEREAS, in order to keep alive the provisions of the said Ordinancc, 
the Kerala Document Writers', Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund 
Ordinance, 2012 (29 of 2012) was promulgated by. the Governor of Kerala on the 
11th day of April, 2012; 

AND WHEREAS, a Bill to replace the said Ordinance by an Act of the 
Legislature could not be introduced in, and passed by, the Legislative Assembly 
of the State of Kerala during its session which commenced on the 11th day of 
June, 2012 and ended on the 25th day of July. 2012; 
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AND WlIERIAs, under sub-clause (a) of clause (2) of article 213 of the 

Constitution of India, the said Ordinance ceased to operate on the 23rd day of 

July, 2012; 

AND WIIIRILs, difficulties will arise if the provisions of the said Ordinance 

are not kept alive again; 	 - 

AND WliiREAs, the Legislative Assembly of the State of Kerala is not in 

session and the Governor of Kerala is satisfied that circumstances exist which 

render it necessary for him to take immediate action; 

Now, ThEREFoRE, in exercise of the powers confch'ed by clause (1) of article 

213 of the Constitution of India, the Governor of Kerala is pleased to promulgate 

the following Ordinance:- 

I. Short title and conimencement.—(l) This Ordinance may becalled the 

Kerala Document Writers', Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund 

Ordinance, 2012. 

(2) II shall be deemed to have come into forcç on the 31st day of 

January, 2012. 

2. Definitions—In this Ordinince unless the context otherwise requires,- 

'l3oard" means the Kerala Document Writers', Scribes' and Stamp 

Vendors' Welfare Fund l3oard constituted under section 9; 

"cessation of employment" means ceasing of employment of a 
licensee donsequent to the cancellation or surrender of the licence obtained for 

doing the employment; 

S
(e) "contribution" means the amount payable to the Welfare Fund by the 

members under sub-section (I) of section 4 and by the Government under' 

sub:seetion (1) of section 26; 

"dependent" means wife or husband, minor sons, unmarried or 
widowed or divorced daughters, mentally or physically disabled children, father, 

• mother who are solely dependent upon the member; 

"Document Writer" means a persoti who is engaged in the profession •  

of preparing documents including en'quiry as to title, preparation of draft deeds 

and engrossing the deed' on stamp paper tor registration as per the Kerala 
Document Writers' Licence Rules, 1960; 7 

"Fund" means the Kerala DQteumcnt Writers', Scribes' and Stamp 

Vendors' Welfare Fund constituted under sub-sectidn (I) of section 3;' 

"Government" means the Government of Kerala; 
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"Jnspector General of Registration" means the Inspector General of 
Registration of the Government of Kerala; 

"member" means a Document Writer or a Scribe or a Stamp Vendor, 
who has been admitted as a member of the Welfare Fund under the provisions 
of this Ordinante or who is continuing as a member of the Kerala Document 
Writets', Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund Scheme, 1991; 

"notification" means a notification published in the Kcrala Gazette; 

"prescribed" means prescribed by rules made under this Ordinance; 

(I) "Registering Authority" means the. District Registrar (General) of the 
district concerned; 

- 	(m) "Scheme" means the Kcrala Document Writers', Scribes' and Stamp 
Vendors' Welfare Fund Scheme framed under this Ordinance; 

(n) "Scribe" means a person who assists a Document Writer in the 
preparation of documents and who possesses a valid scribe licpnec to transcribe 
the docuthcnts to be presented for registration as defined in sub-rule (5) of rule 
3 of the Kerala Document Writers' Licence Rules. 1960; 

- (o) "Seerctafy" means the Secretary of the Board constituted as per this 
Ordinance; 

"stamp" means the Kerala Document Writers', Scribes' and Stamp 
Vendors' Welfare Fund stamp printed and distributed under section 24; 

"Stamp Vendor" means a person who has acquired a licence as per 
rulc 35 of the Kcrala Manufacture and Sale of Stamp Rules, 1960 and actively 
engaged in the profession of selling non-judicial stamps and stamp papers. 

S 3. Kerala Document Writers Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' Welfare I"und--( I) .  
The Government shall, as soon as may be, after the eomi1cncement of this 
Ordinance, by notification, frame a Scheme to be called the "Kerala Document 
Writers', Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund Scheme" and after the 
framing of the Scheme, constitute a Fund to be called "the Kcrala Document 
Writers', Scribes' and Stanip Vendors' Welfare Fund" in accordance with the 
provisions of this Ordinance and the Scheme. 

Subject to the prosrisions of this Ordinance, the Scheme may provide 
for all or any of the matters specified in the Sahedulc. 

The following shall be credited to the Fund, namely:- - 

contributions under section 4 and 26; 

application fee realised under section 5; 
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any amount borrowed under section 15; 

all amounts collected by way of sale of stamp under section 24; 

any donation voluntarily made to the Fund by any association or 
institution or any other person; 

any profit, interest, dividend or other income on any investment 
made of any pan of the Fund; 

any grants, loans or advances as may be given by the Govern-
ment of India or the State Government or any other institution or organisation; 

two per cent of the amount being received by the Stamp Vendors 
as commission; 

amount transferred under section 30; 

any fees levied under the Scheme; 

any other amount, to be credited to the Fund under the provisions 
of the Scheme; 

(I) any amount raised by the Board from other sources to augment the 
resources of the Fund. 

The Fund shall vest in the ]3oard and be administcred by the Board. 

The Fund may be utilised for all or any of the following purposes, 
namely:- 

for the payment of a fixed amount and pension to a member from 
the Fund, on cessation of dmployment, at such rate as may be specified in the 
scheme, based on the number of -years of his employment; 

S Explanation l.—The hoard shall have the power to take decision regarding 
the pensionary benefit -s payable to a member who could not continue his 
employment due to ill health. 

Explanation 2.—A person who had completed sixty five years of age and 
who had been a Document Writer, Scribe or Stamp Vendor for twenty five years 
before the commencement of this Ordinance shall become eligible for special 
pension if he becomes a member and remits coniribution for a period of one year 
under the provisions of this Ordinance. 

for thepayment of family pension on the death of a member who 
had remitted contribution for not less than ten years; 

- (c) for the payment of ftnancial assistance on the death of a member 
due to illness or accident; 
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for the repayment of the contribution amount remitted by the 
members with such interest, as may be specified in the scheme, when they are 
incapacitated to do work due to permanent physical disability or on the 
cessation of their membership in the Welfare Fund; 

for the payment of finahcial assistance to meet the expense 
towards medical treatment of the members affected with serious ailment; 

(1) for the payment of financial assistance to meet the marriage 
expense of the members and their daughters and for the maternity expense of 
the female members; 

for the payment of financial assistance or loans or advances to the • members for the purpose connected with their employment or for the 
construction of dwelling house or for the maintenance or renovation of the 
house or for the purchase of land for the construction of house or for the 
purhasc of land and building and for the education, including higher education 
of the children of the members; - 

for the payment of special relief to the members who suffer from 
physical disability; 

for any bthcr purpose specified in the Scheme; 

for the day to day administrative expenses of the Hoard. 

(6) The Scheme framed under sub-section (1) shall he laid, as soon as 
may be after it is framed, before the Legislative Assembly while it is in session 
for a total period of fourteen days which may be comprised in one session or in 
two successive sessions, and if, before the cxpiry of the session in which it is • so laid or the session immediately following, the Lcgislative Assembly makes any 
modification in the Scheme, the Scheme shall, thereafter have effect only in such 
modified form; so however, that any such modification shall be without prejudice 
to the validity of anything previously done under the Scheme. 

4. Contribution to the Fund.—( I) Every document Writer, Scribe and 
Stamp Vendor who is eligible to become a member shall pay one hundred rupees 
per month as contribution to the Fund. 

The Government may, by notification, from time to time,.revise the rate 
of contribution referred to in sub-section (1) up to a maximum limit of five 
hundred rupees, taking into account the amount required for the management of 
the Scheme. 

The contribution shall be paid in the name of the Secretary or officer 
authorised in this behalf, in the manner specified in the Scheme. 
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5. Members/sip in the Fund.—(l) Any person holding a valid licence of 
- Document Writer or Scribe under the Kerala Document Writers' Licence Rules, 

1960 or a valid licene6 of a Stamp Vendor under the Kerala Manufacture and 
We of Stamp Rules, 1960, as the case may be, and is below the age of 65 years 

an the date of application may apply to the Board for admission as a member of 
the Fund in such form and manner as may be specified in the scheme: 

Provided that no person employed 'as a Document Writer, Scribe or Stamp 
Vendor after retiring from the service of the Central Government or any State 
Government or any Public Sector Undertaking or Local Authority with retirement 
benefits, shall be eligible for membership in the Fund. 

On an application under sub-section (1), the Board may make such 
quiry- as it deems fit and either admit the applicant to the Fund or for reasons 

o he recorded in writing reject the application: 
Provided that, no order iejecting an aplication shall be passed unless the 

applicant has been given an opportunity of being heard: 

Provided further that any person aggrieved by an order rejecting any 
• application for membership may prefer an appcal to the Government within such 

period as, may be specified in the scheme. 
Every applicant shall pay an application fee of one hundred rupees 

along with thd application in such manner as may be specified in the scheme. 

A member of the Fund, on completion of 65 years of age or on 
voluntarily applying for pension by surrendering his licence after 25 years of 

membership, shall cease to be a member of the Fund. 
Every person who has been enrolled as member in the Fund shall be 

given a certificate of membership and a pissbook recording the rate of 
contribution, details of enrolment in the register, date of birth, due date for 
payment of contribution etc., by the Registering Authority. The Registering 
Authority shall keep a register of the members'comirig under its jurisdiction and 
at the State level, the Secretary of Board shall keep a register of members 
enrolled in the Fund, showing the district-wise details of members. 

6. Cancellation of Members/iip.—(l) The membership of a member shall be 
cancelled by the Registering Authority if it is found that a member has made 
manipulation of any kind or has given -false information at any time in 

- connection with the conditions for the membership or to obtain benefits as per 
the Scheme: 

• 	Provided that, no order of cancellation of membership shall be passed 
unless the applicant has been given an opportunity of being heard. 	- 
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Membership in the Fund shall automatically cease if a member commits 
default in payment of contribution for six months continuously. 

If the Registering Authority is of the opinion that a member is not 
functioning as a Document Writer or Scribe or Stamp Vendor, as the case may 
be, his membership in the Fund shall be cancelled. i'he date of cancellation in 
such eases sball be, as may be fixed by the Registering Authority. 

Appeal against the orders of the Registering Authority shall be filed 
beford the Jnspector General of Registration within such period as may be 
specified in the scheme. 

A member may voluntarily retire from the Fund by submitting a letter 

40 addressed to the Registering Authority. In such case, the date of retirement shall 
be the date on which the member has submitted his letter. 

Revival of Membershzp.—Ihe membership of a member which has been 
ceased under sub-section (2) of section 6 may be revived on payment of auears 
along with interest at twelve per cent per annum within six months from the date 
of cessation of such membership. 

Amendment of the Scheme.---(l) (iovernmcnt may.,by notification, amend 
the Scheme framed under this Ordinance, either prospectively or retrospectively. 

(2) Every notification under sub-section (1) shall be laid as soon as 
may be, after it is issued, before the Legisl'dtive Assembly while it is in session 
for a total period of fourteen days which may be comprised in one session or in 
two successive sessions, and if, before the expiry of the session in which it is 
so laid or the session immediately following, the Legislative Assembly agrees in 
making any modification in the notification or decides that the notification 
should not be issued, the notification shall thereafter have effect only in such 
modified form or be of no effect, as the ease may be, so however that any such 
modification or annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity of anything 
previously done under that notification. 

Constitution of the Board.--(l) The Government may, by notification, 
with effect from such date as may be specified therein, constitute a Board to be 
called the "Kerala Document Writers', Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund 
Board" for the administration and management of the Fund and to implement 
and supervise connected activities. 

(2) The Board shall be a body corporate by the name "Kerala Document 
Writers', Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund Board" having perpetual 
succession and a common seal and shall by the said name, sue and he sued. 
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(3) The Board shall consist of seven official members representing the 
Government and three non-official members representing the beneficiaries of the 
Fund as may be nominated by the Government and as hereinafter provided, 
namely:- 

The Secretary to Governq3ent, 'laxes Department—he shall be the 
Chairman of the Board; 

The Inspector General of Registration—he shall be the 
,yice-Chairman of the Board; 

The Joint Inspector General of Registration—he shall be the 
Secretary of the Board; 

An officer of the Finance Department not below the rank of Deputy 
.SecrctarY nominated by the Gos'ernment; 

(c) An officer of the Labour Department not below the rank of Deputy 
Secretary nominated by the Government; 

An officer of the 'faxes Department not below the rank of Deputy 
• Secretary nominated by the Government; 

An officer of the Law Department not below, the rank of Deputy 
Secretary nominated by the Government; 

Three non-official members representing the Document Writers, 
Scribes and Stamp Vendors nominated by the Government. 

(4) The Board shall administer the Fund vested in it in such manner as 
may be specified in the Scheme. 

(5) The Board may, with the previous approval of the Government, 
delegate to the Chairman or to the Secretary such of its powers and functions 
under this Ordinance or the Scheme as it may consider ntcessary, for the 
effective management of the Fund, subject to such restrictions and conditions, 
as it may deem fit. 

10. Meeting of the /Joard.—(1) The Board shall meet at least once in three 
months to transact its business. 

Six members of the Board including at least four offibial members and 
two non-official members shall form the quorum for a meeting of the Board. 

The Chairman or in his absence the Vice-Chairman, or in the absence 
Of the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman, a member of the Board to he elected 
from among the members present at the meeting shall preside over the meeting of 
the Board. 

Any matter coming up befOre a meeting of the Board shall be decided 
by a majoritX of the members of the Board present and voting at the meeting 
and in the ease of equality of votes, the Chairman or the Vice-Chairman or the 
member of the Board who presides over the meeting, shall have right for a 
casting vote. 



11. Tenn of Office of members of the Jjoard.–•-(1) The non-official members 
appointed under sub-section (3) of section 9 shall hold ofice for a period of 
three years from the date-of publication of the notificatign constituting the 
Board in the Gazette. 

Any non-official member may resign his membership by giving notice 
in writing to the Government, but shall continue to hold office until his 
resignation is accepted by the Government. 

The Government may at any time, for reasons to be recorded in 
writing, remove from office any official member, if the Government are of opinion 
that, in public interest it is improper to allow such member to continut in office. 

12. Disqualification and rem.oval of non-official niemhers.---(l) 
•fhe Government may remove any non-official member of the Board from 

office,- 
if he is of unsound,mind; 

if he is adjudged as undischarged insolvent; 

if he, without the permission of the loard, has been absent from 
three consecutive mcetings of the Board; and 

if in the opinion of the Government, he is not suitable or has 
beóome i'neapable of acting as a member of the Board or has so abused his 
position so as to render his continuance as member of the l3oard detrimental to 
public interest: 

Provided that-before removing a member of the l3oard under this 
sub-section, he shall be given a reasonable opportunity to show cause why 
he should not be removed. 

A non-official member of the Board removed under clause (c) of 
sub-section .(1) shall be disqualified for re-appointment as a member of the Board 
for a period of three years from the date of his removal unless otherwise 
ordered by the Government. 

A non-official member of the Board removed under clause (d) - of 
sub-section (1) shall not be eligible for reappointment until he is declared by an 
order of the Government to be no longer ineligible. 

13. Sitting fees, travelling allowance and daily allowance to members of 
the Board—The nominated members of the Board shall be eligible to get sitting 
fee, travelling allowance and daily allowance at such rate as may be prescribed. 

14. Appointment of Officers and Staff----(1) The Government may appoint 
such officers and staff as they may deem necessary, in such manner as may be 
prescribed, on deputation from the Registration Department for assisting the 
Secretary in the-performance of the functions of the Board under this 
Ordinance. 
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(2) The Secretary of the Board shall be responsible for the implementation 

of the decisions of the Board. 

Power of the Board to bormw.-1'he Board may, from time to time, with 

the previous approval of the Government and subject to such terms and 
conditions as may be specified by the Government, borrow money for the 

purposes of the Fund. 	 - 

Non-official Members oft/re Board to be public servants.—l3very 

non-official member of the Board shall be deemed to be a public servant within 

the meaning of section 21 of the Indian Penal Code (Central Act 45 of 1860). 

Protection of action takei in good faith.—No suit or other legal 

•rocecdings shall lie against any member of the Board or any other person 

assisting the Board in the discharge of its functions and duties in respect of 

anything which is in good faith done or intended to be done under this 

• Ordinance or under the Schethe. 

Directions by Government—The Governinent may, from time to time, 

give direetiohs to the Board, and the hoard is bound to implement them. 

Power to order enquiry—(l) The Government may, at any time, 

appoint an officer not below the rank of a Secretary to Government as enquiry 

officer to enquire into the working of the Board and to submit report to the 

Government. 

(2) The Board shall give the enquiry officer so appointed, all facilities for 

the proper conduct of the enquiry and furnish to such documents, accounts and 

iniormations in the possession of the Board as he may require. 

Audit of accountsof the Fund and appointment of auditors.—(l) The 

Board shall appoint such auditors to audit the accounts of the Fund in such 1  

manner as may be prescribed. 

(2) The accounts of the Fund shall be audited once in eVery year by 

such auditors. 

Annual report and audited statement of accoünts.—(h) The annual 

report of the Fund shall be prepared under the direction of the Board and after 

approval by the Board, a copy of the report together with audited statement of 

accounts shall be submitted to the Government before the end of July every 

year. 

(2) The Government shall, as soon as the annual report is received, cause 

the same together with the audited statement of accounts to be laid before the 

1.egislative Assembly. 
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22. IJar on Jurisdiction of civil courts--No civil court shall have 
jurisdiction to settle, decide or deal with any question or to determine any 
matter which is by or under this Ordinance or the Scheme required to be settled, 
decided or dealt with or to be determined by the Government or. the Board or the 
Secretary or any officer authorised by the Board. - 

23. Power to summon .witness and take evidence—The Board shall, for 
the purposes of enquiry under this Ordinance, have the same powers as are 
vested in a civil court while trying a suit under the Code of Civil Procedure, 

1908 (Central Act 5 of 1908) in respect of the following matters, namely:- 

enforcing the auendance of any person or examining him on oath; 

requiring the discovery and the production of documents; 

receiving evidence on affidavit; and 

engaging Commission for the examination of witnesses. 

24. The Kerala Document Writers', Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' Welfare 

• Fund Stamp.—(l) The Board shall get printed at the Government Press stamps 
of the value of fifty rupees inscribed as "the Kerala Document Writers', Scribes' 
and Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund Stamp", in such form and in such manner as 
may be prescribed. 

(2) Every document prepared by a licensed document writer and 
presented in any of the Sub-Registrar Offices in the State to be registered in 
Bodk I, Ill or IV, as the case may be, shall be affixed with a stamp as specified 
in sub-section (I), in addition to the stamp duty chargeable under the Kerala 

• Stamp Act, 1959 (Act 17 of 1959): 
Provided that this sub-section shall not apply to any document prej,ared 

and presented for registration on behalf of the Central Government or the State 
Government or Lobal Self Government Institution. 

- 	(3) Every stamp affixed as specified in sub-section (2) shall be cancelled 
- in the manner provided for in section •12 of the Kerala Stamp Act, 1959 

(Act 17 of 1959). 

(4) The custody of the stamps printed under this section shall be with 
the Board and, the supply and sale of stamps shall be in such manner as may 
be preseribed 

25. Payment of money in case of default or disqualiflcation.—(l) In ease 
of cessation of membership due to default or disqualification, the member or his 
nominee may apply for the amount remitted as contribution in the manner stated 
in the Scheme. 

N. 
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Any niember whose membership has been ceased or his nominee 

shall not be eligible for any benefit from the Welfare Fund. 

The contribution if any remitted after the date of cessation of 

membership, shall be refunded in full without any interest thereon. 

Any amount that has been received wrongly by a member or person 

nominatedby him, shall be recovered from such person by appropriate legal 

proceedings. 

26. Contribution of the Government.—(l) Ten per cent of the total amount 

contributed by the members during a financial year or the expenses to be 

incurred under the head of pay and allowances of the staff including bonus and 
..-ecashment of leave but excluding travelling allowance, assigned for the 

administration of the Welfare Fund, whichever is less, shall be given as 

Government contribution. - 

At the end of every financial year, the Secretary shall calculate the 

expenses including bonus and encashmcnt of leave but excluding travelling 

allowance, assigned for the administration of the Welfare Fund, under the head 

of account of pay and allowances of the staff and shall intimate the same to the 

Government. 

If the amount so calculated is found to be more than ten per cent of 

the yearly contribution of the members, the differencc between this amount and 

ten per cent of the yearly contribution of the members, shall be withdrawn from 

the Welfare Fund and remitted to the head of account concerned fixed from 

time to time. 

27. Act of Board not to. be invalid by defect etc—No act done or 

proceedings taken under this Ordinance or the rules to be made thereunder by 

W the Board shall be invalid meftly by reason of,- 

any vacancy or defect in the constitution of the Board; or 

any defect or irregularity in the nomination of any person as a 

member thereof; or 	 - 

any defect or irregularity in any act or proceedings of the Board. 

28. Removal of difficulties.—(l) !f any difficulty arises in giving effect to 

the provisions of this Ordinance, the Government may, by order published in the 

Gazette, make provisions which appear to them to be necessary and not 

inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance, for the purpose of removing 

the difficulty: 

Provided that no such order shall be passed after the expiry of two years 

from the date of commencement of this Ordinance. 
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(2) The order issued under sub-section (1) shall be placed before the 
Legislative Assembly. 

Power to make rules.—(l) The dovernmcnt may, by notification, make 
rules either prospectively or retrospectively for the purpose of carrying into 
effect the provisions of this Ordinance. 

(2) Every rule made under this Ordinance shall be laid, as soon as may 
be after it is made, before the Legislative Assembly while it is in session for a 
total period of fourteen days which may be comprised in one session or in two 
successive sessions, and if, before the expiry of the session in which it is so 
laid or the session immediately following, the Legislative Assembly makes any 

"iodifieation in the rule or decides that the rule should not be made, the rule 
shall thereafter have effect only in such modified form or be 6f no' effect, as the 
case may be, so however, that any such modification or annulment shall be 
without prejudice to the validity of anything previously done under that rule. 

Fmvision for the transfcr of Fund from the Kerala Document Writers', 

Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund Scheme, 1991.—(l) Notwithstanding 
ahything contained in any other law for the time being in force, from the date 
to be notified by the Government, all amounts standing in the credit of the 
Kerala Docuflhent Writers', Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund Scheme, 
1991 shall stand transferred to and credited to the Fund established under this 
Ordinance and with such date the liability of a member to pay contribution to 
the Kerala Document Writers', Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund 
Scheme, 1991 shall cease. 

• 	(2) All claims in respect of such fund may be determined by the Board 
constituted under this Ordinance. 

Validation—Notwithstanding the cesser of operation of the Kerala 
Document Writers', Scribes' and Stamp Vendors' Welfare Fund Ordinance, 2012 
(29 of 2012) (hereinafter referred to as the said Ordinance),- 

anything done or any action taken under the said Ordinance' shall be 
deemed to have been done or taken under this Ordinance; 

anything done or any action taken after the cesser of operation of 
the said Ordinance and before the date of publication of this Ordinance in the 
Gazette, which could have been done or taken under the said Ordinance, if the 
said Ordinance had not ceased to operate, shall be deemed to have been done or 
taken by this Ordinance. 
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Sci IiDtJ I.E 

[See Section 3(2)] 

MATTERS FOR WHICH PROVISION MAY 13E MADE IN THE SCHEME 

The manner in which the Fund is to be administered by the Board. 

Registration of the members. 

The manner in which the contribution and two per cent of the 
commission of stamp vendors shall be made to the Fund. 

The manner in which the contribution from different sectors and the two 

j
per cent of the commission of stamp vendors may be recovered. 

- - 5. The constitution of any committee for assisting the Board. 

Duties of the Secretary. 

The manner in which accounts shall be maintained, the investment of 
money belonging to the Fund in accordance with any direction issued or 
conditions specified by the Government, the preparation of budget, the audit of 
accounts and the submission of reports to the Government. 

The conditions under which withdrawal from the Fund may be permitted 
and any deduction or forfeiture may be made and the maximum amount of such 
deduction or 'forfeiture. 

The fon in which a member shall furnish particulars about himself and 
his family whenever required. 

The nomination of a person to receive the benefits of a member from 
the Fund on his death and cancellation or verification of such nomination. 

ii. The registers and records to be maintained with respect to members. 

The form of pass book, certificate and identity card and the procedure 
for their issue, cutody and replacement. 

The fees to be levied for any of the purposes specified in the 
Schedule. 

The manner in which the amount transferred under section 30 is to be 
trangferred and credited to the Fund. 

The matters for which the Fund may be utilized for the welfare of the 
members or their dependants. 

The procedure for defraying the expenditure to be inéurred in the 
administration of the Fund. 

The procedure for paying benefits, grants, advances etc., from the 
Fund. 
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- 	8. Regularisation of The rate of pension and the amount that may be 
given from the Fund to the members who discontinue employment on- - the basis 

of the completed years of service. 	 . .  

- 	19. The manner and rate in which the contribution is to be refunded in 
the ease of the members who have committed ddfault. 	 - 

20. Any other matter which is necessary or proper for implementing the 

- 	Scheme. 	 - 

ll:R. BTIARI)WAJ, 

GO VERNOR. 
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QWTD2 	2'-' (WiQ)lc6I&0(Th(W36)6m(TD10 QJ%0J(P4J 0S(W1S. 2012-6)QJ 

aezm1wl cmsØ' U  osniei WW1COB wo mo,1mn3cJ 25 ni(r&Jo 

ni1dkutm13ao1 	ocleJ1ø8m1oDo nfioai1 	(iijamlawood oaaiaicnlwl 
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1. 	 j(flo (nJ3øC€QJo.—(1) QT 	i3u&a6V 2013-6)el COb 

CU%W3OP(3(b6)So nioth W2øTUW3(b6)S©10 ocn1 e8OCb6)SVaO 
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o1o1ou5 °°°2° 'zr" oqTmE05. 6oe1xBm) 

GW30P~ 01ma30~ o n 	cd92a3cba0 	ocnT 6)flJ6TEtBQiOOao OcOftiCfl1Wl 
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flmaywlj d1aoo m8aeoø1o5 

(vi) wea1oej 	mea 	 njojvyaflo,o8 monJcTw1 
• 	 OO(fl)'o 	1&6)(; 
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